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THE 


PREFACE 


HE chief End for which I undertook to make this 
following Diſcourſe, was to ſet before the Engliſh 


Reader a profpett of the Devotions, which the 
Charchof Rome pays, - and allows to be paid to the Bleſſed 
Virgin, and to give him thereby an opportanity of judg- 
ing, Whether the R. Catholicks do indeed no more, 
then pray to the Saints in Heaven, as they do to their 
Brethren upon earth, to pray for them in the Name, 
and Mediation of Jeſus C brite. 

Thus u the Summ of the late Apologies for Worſhipping 
Saints, and whether in reality it be ſo, or no, among 
them, I leave the candid, and honeſt Reader, of what Re- 
ligion ſoever, to judg. They have no reaſon to be offended 
at me for my Undertaking, 7 if their Devotions to the 
Virgin be £004, and Orthoaox, I have done them, and their 
hurch: po diſbonour ; but if they be not, hawever' I have 
ne them no wrong : for I have not miſrepreſented their 
Prayers, and Hymns, and Antiphones, nor put any falſe 
Colours upon the uſe of them, but have preſented them, as 
they are in themſeli/es, and treated thoſe that uſe them 
without ay provoking or reproachfut Langage; and 
perhaps many, that a ff fight cannot read ſuch offenſioe 
Devotions without Indignation, will think I have treated 
the Virgins, Votaries too gently, and ſaid rather tov little, 
OO 004900 Fraud OY 
| But wbat may. baps juſtly move their Paihns, wilt 
wot move mine, who am ſed to read the Latirr Offices, 
A 3 axd 
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and other allowed Books of Devotion among thoſe of the 
Latin Communion, and Trhink fit alſo to acquaint the 
Reader, that T could have proved from their moſt Authen- 
tick Prayers to other Saints, as well, as to the Virgin, 
that they do more, than defire the Saints to pray for 
Mymn, Bezte Chem) as ſick men deſire the Prayers of the Congre. 
paſtor Perre. in gation, 45 any indifferent perſon will be ſatisfied they ao, 


on ow D. if he pleaſe toconſult the Hymms and Prayers cited wn the 


bi, Hymn. argin. 

Tu natale ſolum | | 
protege. Brey, Rom. in Feſto $, Martine, Antiph. Michael Archangele weni in adjutoriug y6- 
pulo Dei. Brev. Row. in Feſt, S. Mich, Hymn, Ut queant laxis. Brev. Rom. in Nat. S. ]. Bape, 
Hymn. Egregie Dofor Paxle, Br. Rom. Die 2g. Jan Orat. Deus eujus dexter. Br. Rom. D. 
6. Jul, Orat Omnipotens, & miſcricors Deus, Br. Rom. D. 14, Jul, Hymn. Aegis ſuperni 
nuntia, Brev. Rom. in FeſtoS, Tireliz, Hymn Placare Chriſte Servulis. Br, Rom. in Feſto 
omnium Sanftor. Et Orat. Sempiterne Deus. ibid, Et Hymn. Salutis aterne dator. ibid. in 
cert, Notturn. Orat» Sacrificium noſtrum. Miſſal. in Felt. $. Andrzwx, 


Since I finiſhed this Diſcomrſe, I met with another 
Hyman made of the Te Deum, to the Bleſſed Virgin, 
which is a more exat Tranſproſal of it, than that I have 
cited out of Cardinal Bonaventure. 
T ſhall bere ſet it down, almoſt verbatim, as I find it 
* Entituled, granflated in 4 little * book Printed at Oxford, 1678. © 
none 4 We praiſe thee, O Mary: we acknowledge thee to 
aber Pope Inno- be the Lady, All the earth doth worfhip thee: 'th 
cane Xb 56 other of the everlaſting God. | Tothee all Ange 
cry aloud : the Heavens and all the powers therein. 
To thee Cherubim, and Seraphim : continually do 
cry. Holy, venerable, wonderful: Mother of the 
Lord God of Sabbaoth. Heaven, and earthvare full ; 
of the- fruirfulneſs of thy Virginity. The glorious 
company of the Apoſtles : praile thee. The good! 
number ofthe Prophets : praiſe rhee.. The holy Ghure 


throughout the world : doth acknowledge thee. The 
Mother : of infinite Majeſty. Thine _ honourable, 
erue: and only Son. Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt: 
the Comforter. Thou art the Queen of Gt: 


ory : 0 
Mary, 


————— . 4 
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Mary. Thouart the true Mother : of the Son of the 
Everlaſting Father. When he took upon him to de- 
liver man :- thou. didſt afford him thy, Virgin-womb. 
Thy. Sced having overcome the ſharpneſs of death: 
the Kingdom of Heaven is open to all believers. Thou 
ſitelt at the right hand of thy Son : in the glory of the 
Mother. We believe, that thou ſhale come : with thy 
Son the Judg. Wetherefore pray thee help thy Vo- 
taries: whom thy Son hath redeemed with the pre- 
cious blood he had from thee. Make them to be num- 
bred with the Sainrs of God: in eternal glory. 0 La 
dy ſave thy people, and bleſs thy Sons inheritance. 
Day by day : we magnifie thee. And we worſhip 
thy name : ever world without end. Vouchlafe, 0 
Lady: to keep us this day without fin. O Lady, have 
mercy upon us: have mercy upon us. O Laay, 
let thy mercy lighten upon us : as our trult is in thee. 
O Mary, in thee have I truſted afrer God : let me ne- 
ver be confounded. 


T. Publifher of the forecited Book took the Original of 
this Hymn, out of a book written by Melchior Incho- 
fer 4 Seſuit, which that Father ſaith was ſent to the 
Meſſeneſes by the Bleſſed Virgin, and he thinks it was 
the ſame, cr not much differing from that, which Pope 
Paul the Fifth approved, and which the preſent Pope 
hath prohibited, and ſuppreſſed by a Decree. It is a ae- 
eree worthy of his holy Charatter, and I wiſh for his ho- 
nour be had orobibited, it as Impious, or Blaſphemous, or 
Idotatrows, or contrary to the word of God, However 
the bare prohibition of it onght to be acknowledged for a 
good work, and I beſeech Almighty God to pour out the 
Yirit of Reforming more, and more upon the Biſhop, 
and Clergy of the Remes Church, that inſtead of Ex- 
pounding, Palliating, and Excuſing, they may ſet them- 
ſelves in good earneſt to Reform, and amend whatever is 


amiſs, 


oath - — - 
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amifi, that ſo the Church, whereſorver diſperſed over 
the Univerſal World, may be reſtored to the truly An- 
cient, Catholick, and Apoſtolical Dottrine, Worſbiy, 
aud Diſcipline, aud berome one \andivided C adholick 
Communion, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen.- 


(1) 


SPECULUM 
BEATA VIRGINIS: 


__— 


S. Luxs I. 28. 


eAnd the «A, ngel came in unto Her, and 
ſaid, Hail, thou that art highly favour- 
ed, the Lord u with Thee, Bleſſed art 


thou among Women, 
came to tell her, that God had choſen her to be the 


T Mother of the Meſſier. And that they are words 


of pure Salutetion, and not of Devotion, is evident from 
the word Xaizs, Hail, which is a form of Saluting, as may be 
ſeen in thoſe two mock-ſalutations of our Lord, Xaipe *Pact?, 
Xaips'& Baonnevs, Hail Maſter, Hail King of the Jews; as 
likewiſe from the uſe of the Original word, in As 15. 23. 
where it is ſaid, that the Apoſtles and Elders wrote Letters, 
- ſent greeting to the Brethren, in Antioch, Syria, and 
ilicia. 

It is alſo evident that theſe are words of mere Salutation, 
from what the Evangeliſt ſaich in the next Verſe, that upon 
hearing of them ſhe was troubled at bis ſaying, and caſt in her 
mind, what manner of $ A LUT AT! ON this ſhould be. 
It ſeemed ſtrange to her, that an Angel ſhould appear to her 
inan Age, when Viſions and Apparitions were grown ſorare, 
and that ſhe ſhould be accoſted by him with a joyful and a 
gracious Salutation, which was ſo much above the humble 
opinion 


HE words of my Text are the Salutation of the 
Angel Gabriel, unto the*Virgin CAary, when he 
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epinion ſhe had of her ſelf. Her modeſty encreaſed her won- 
der, and in a mixture of fear and ſurprize together, ſhe be- 
to think within her ſelf, what the meaning of the Saluta- 
ighc be, whither it would rend, and what the Angel 
had to {ay unto her. She was very ſolicitous betwixt hope 
aid fear, to know what meſſage he had co deliver, after his 
kind Salutation, and while ſhe was mufing what it might be, 
he ſaid unto her, Fear not Marys for thou baſt found favour with 
God, and behold thou conceive in thy Womb, and bring forth 
a Son, and ſhalt call bis name Jeſus; He mY be great, and ſhal 
be called the Son of the Higheſt 3 And t hk of ſhall give unto 
him the Throne of bis Father David, and he ſhall Reign over the 
_ of David for ever, and of bis Kingdom there ſhall be m 
ena. 

Theſe are the words of the Annunciation or Meſſage of the 
Angel, but I hall keep ſtrictly to the words of his Salutation. 
And in treating of chem 1 ſhall ſhew 

$4. That there is nothing in their ſignification ſo peculiar to 
the B. Virgin, but thar they might have been oſfed by the An- 
gel, in ſaluting any other Righteous and Holy perſon. 

2. That the B. Virgin, to whom the Angel ſpake then, 
w2sa very Holy perſon. 

3. Thar ſhe ought to be honoured, and celebrated, and 
praiſed for her great Holineſs, and for being choſen to be the 
Mother of God. 

4. That in honouring her we muſt take care that we donot 
honour her too much, or expreſs the honour we have for her 
in ſuch a manner as is not compcetibte to a Creature. 


1. Firſt then I ſhall hew that the words of the Salutation 
have nothing fo peculiar in their ſignification, but that they 
might have been uſed by the Angel in faluting any other Righ- 
teous perſon. 

Thus for the Original word Xa7zs, which we render Hail, 
and the Vulgar Latin Ave, it was, as I have already ſhewn, 
a common form of Saluting among the Jews; and ic farther 
appears to have been ſo from the ſecond Epiſtle of S; Fobn, 
ver. 10, 11. where the Apoſtle forbidding to ſalute any man 
that denieth Chriſt to be come in the Fleſh, faith, g xaipm 
evT$ 3 ady ers, Tay not Hail unto him ; nec ave dixernss, ſaith 
the Yulgar Tranſlation, bid bim not God ſpeed ; 5  alyur do 
”p xaips, qui enim dicit ils Ave, for he that faith Hail unto 

him, 
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kim, or be that biddeth him God fpeed, us partakgr of bis evil 


dee | 

Thus God and Angels, when they ſpeak with meg, uſe the 
phraſes, and ſpeak with the tongues of men. And 6. for 
that expreſſion, The Lords with thee, or as it might be ren+4 
dred, the Lord be with thee, it is the very form of ſpeech in 
which Boaz falured the Reapers, Rath 2.4. And Boaz came 

Bethlehem, and ſaid unto the Reapers, The Lord be with 
you, axd they anſwered him, The Lord bleſs thee, 

And ſo for that phraſe iwaoynulrm ov is yuraitiy, bleſſed art 
thex, or bleſſed be thou, among women, we have the very ſame 
form of ſpeech in Judges 5. 24. ivnoyuttln is yuraitis "Leday 
Bleſſed be Jacl among women, the wife of Heber, bleſſed ſhall ſhe 
be above women in the Tent, So Boaz, (.id unto Ruth, Ruth y. 
10. Wwaognuire of 7G Kupip O19 IWydle, Bleſſed be then of the 
Lard my Daughter. And fo 1 Sam. 25.33. faith David uato 
Abig al, io>wynuim ov, bleſſed art then which baſt keye me from 

ding of bloud. And ſo ſaid Elizabeth unto the B. Virgin, 
ver, 42- of this Chapter, ivaoymuins of ir yuractt, blefſed arr, 
or bleſſed be thou among women, and bleſſed #, or bleſſed be the 
fruit of thy womb. 

From all which I think it is plaio, that all theſe expreſſions, 
Hail, The Lord «s with thee, and bleſſed art thou amongſt wo- 
men, are not peculiar, bur common forms of ſpeech, which 
were uſed in common converſation among the Jews. 

And then for that word z-x«prrouirs, thou that art highly 
favonred, the Verb from whence this Participle doth come, 
is vſed by S. Paxl, Eph. 1.6. where it is written, to the praiſe 
ey green wherein ixapiroeccs iuge, be bath made 
w accepted in the beloved, The Vulgar, Latin hath it, in gas 
gratificavit nos, wherein he hath made us accepted. And ac- 
cordingly Theophylatt ſaith, that xexagJowins in my Text, is 
explained by that expreſſion, ver. 10. Tuprs 3Þ yadper Tape 76 
Gs, thox haſt found favour with God, or thou haſt obtained 
favour of God. Now in this ſence of the word, as it ſignifies 
favoured or accepted, S. Paul doth in effect ay, in the fore- 
cited place, that every true and faithful believer is zex«pr170* 
wo, favoured and _—_— dy God, or dear and acceptable 
to him in Chriſt. And this obſervation concerning the dear- 
neſs and acceptableneſs of all rue believers unto God, is very 

reeable to what our Lord replied to him who told him, 
that his Mother and his Brethren ſtood without, deſiring to 


B 2 ſpeak 
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ſpeak with him. Ovr Saviour ſaith unto him, Who « my Me- 
« wy and who are my Brethren ? And then ſtretching forth his 
hands towards his Diſciples, he faid, Behold my Mother and 
my Brethren, for whoſoever ſhall ds the will of my Father which i 
in Heaven, ( the ſame is highly favoured ) the ſame u my Bre- 
ther, and Siſter, and Mother. 

Wherefore there is nothing in this ſignification of «yp 
Teuim, that might hinder an Angel from uſing it in ſaluting 
any true Diſciple of Chriſt ; eſpecially if he were ſent to give 
him notice of ſome particular favour, that God intended to 
beſtow upon him, upon the ſpecial account whereof he might 
be ſaid ro have found favour with God, | hus Noah was xeye 
errwuliy@, as we read Ger. 6. 8. Heaboveall mankind found 
grace, or favour, in the eyes of the Lord, when he reſolved to 
deſtroy the world. Itis in the Greek Tranſlation, Nas # 
ivps apr, which is the very phraſe that Gabriel uſed to the 
Virgin, ver. 30. for thou baſt found favour with God, $ 
Abrabam was x5 apirwulr ©, or highly favoured of God, be- 
cauſe he of all mankind was choſen to be the Father of the 
faichful, and was called the friend of God. So Lot wos ww 
eqrrouiy&, or highly favoured, becauſe God only ſpared 
him and bs when he deſtroyed Sodom ;, and therefore ſaith 
he unto God, in this very phraſe which Gabriel uſed unto the 
B. Virgin, Behold thy ſervant bath found grace in thy ſight, 
Gen. 19. 19. Soalſo Moſes was xeyaprrwuir®, becauſe he 
of all the Hebrews was choſen to be the dcliverer of 1/rael, and 
the Mediator of the Old Teſtament, and had the ſpecial pri 
viledge of ſpeaking to God, as a man doth to his tricpd face 
to face. Upon which account he ſaid unto him in this very 
phraſe in which his Angel ſpake unto the B. Virgin ; 1 kno 
thee by Name, and thou haſt found grace in my ſight, Gen. 33. 
12, 17. 

The like might be ſaid of many other Saints, as well as of 
the B. Virgin ; and accordingly S. Paul, who of a Perſecutor 
of the Church, had the honour to be choſen the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, ſaid 1 Cor. 15. 10. by the grace or favour of God I an 
that Tam. And therefore the title of xz« aplowuwiry, thou that 
art highly favoured, as it is explained by tv;zs dpir, * 
found or obtained favoxr, hath nothing in its ſignification ſo 
lingular to the B. Virgin, but that it may be applied to any 
other Saint, who hath received any ſpecial favour or honour 
from God. 

But 
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But then there is another acceptation of z«x ep/ſowire, as the 
Verb 8417s comes from ;apis, in that ſignification wherein 
i is taken for Vertue or Grace 3; and in this ſence it may be 
rendred,. thow that art very graciow, And ſo it is rendred by 
the Vulgar Latin, Ave gratis plena, Hail thou that art fall of 
grace, or vertue. And in this ſignification alſo there is nothing 
uliar and ſingular in it, but what in equivalent terms bath 

n ſpoken of other Saints, as well as of the B. Virgin. 

Thus it was ſaid of Noah, that be was a juſt man and perfet 
in bis generation, Gen,6.9. And when God called him into 
the Ark, he ſaid onto him, Come thou and all thy bouſe into the 
Ark,, for thee have I ſeen righteous before me in this generation. 
I ſuppoſe if the Angel had ſaid to the B. Virgin, Hail thou 
that art righteous before God, and perfett in thy generation, ir 
xould have been every jot as Emphartical, astofay, Ave gra- 
tia plena, Hail theu that art full of grace, and as good an Ar- 

ment to the foll, to prove that ſhe was free from fin. So 
the Lord himſelf gave this teſtimony of Job,chap. 2.3. That he 
na aperfett and an _ man, one that feared God and e(- 
chewed evil, and that there was none like himin the Earth ; 
which, conſidering who it was that ſpake it, I think implies 
23s much innocence and perfettion, as Ave gratis plena, our 
of the mouth of an Angel, Hail thou that art very gracious, 
or thou that art full of grace. 'Soit is ſaid of Zacharias and 
Elizabeth, that they were both righteous before God, walking in 
all the Commandments and Ordinances of the Lord blamelef, 
rer. 6. of this Chapter. And ſo an Angel of the Lord gave 
this charater of his Son John the Baptiſt, that be ſhould be 

eat in the fight of the Lord, and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt 
w4 bis Mothers womb, Ver. 15, Soit is written of the Holy 
Martyr Stephen, that be was full of Faith, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, At; 6. 5. which think is a phraſe of as much impor- 
tance as to be fall of grace ; and might juſtife the ſpeaking as 
high things of theſe Saints, as in reaſon can be ſaid of the B. 
Virgin, to whom the Angel ſaid in common terms of Salutati- 
on among the Jews, Hail, thon that art bighly favoured, or 
fall of grace, the Lord s with thee, Bleſſed art thou among ſt wo- 
men. 

Having now ſhewed that there is nothing ſo peculiar in the 
Angels Salutation, bur that he might have ſaid the like to any 
ether righteous perſon, I proceed to ſhew, 


2. T hat 
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2. That the B. Virgin whom he Saluted in the fore 
words, was a very holy perſon z as may be ſhewn Firſt 1a ge+ 
neral ; and Secondly in particular, from the Hiſtory of the 
Annunciation, 2s it is {ct forth in this Chapter. 

1. Ficſt theo, it may be ſhewed in general, that ſhe was z 
very holy perſon from the word z«xeprrauirs, whether it be 
rendred, Thos that art highly favonred, or Thou that art full of 

race. Itisnot to be imagined that an Angel ſhould be ſear 
rom God, to give ſuch a Title to any man or woman, but 
who was a Saiart of the firſt rank. But it is much more evident 
that ſhe was ſuch an one from the matter of his Meſſage, or 
Annunciation, which was to tell her, that ſhe ſhould conceive 
and bring forth Feſws the Saviour of the World ; and that the 
Holy Ghoſt to that end ſhould come upon her, and the pow- 
er of the Higheſt overſhadow her ; and that the Holy Child 
which ſhould be born of her, ſhould be the Son of God. 
Certainly the Holy Ghoſt would come upon none but a pure 
Saint; he that affefts the Symbols of Innocence and Purity, 
in all his appearances, and cannot enter into a malicious Soul, 
nor dwell in the Body that is ſubject unto ſin, would not have 
come in that manner and for that mighty purpoſe, upon any 
Daughter of Adam, but who had cleanſed her ſelf Com all 
filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and perfeRed holineſs in the 
fear of God, Nay, God the Father, who was to preparea 
body for his Ecernal Son, as it is written, 4 Body bat thou 
prepared me, would not form it of the ſubſtance of a ſinful 
Woman, but his own eſſential Holineſs, as well as the myſte- 
rious decency of the Diſpenlation would prompt him to form 
it of the ſubſtance of one, that like the Kings Daughter in the 

Pſalm, was all glorious within, and a pure and ſpotleſs Vir- 
gin, both in Body and Mind. We may be alſo alſured from 
the holineſs of God the Son, the Eternal Word of the Fa- 
ther, that he would not take upon him the Seed of Abraban, 
but of one of the genuine Daughters of Abraham; nor dei 
to be conceived in the womb of any Woman, but of ſuch an 
one, who was a veſſcl of Honour, in whom the Spirit of God 
- _ and whoſe very Body was the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

She that was the Mother of God could not but be a very 
ood Woman ; She that conceived, and bare, and brought 
orth the Holy Child Feſ«s, the Virgin Mother of Immanuel, 

-of whom the Propher* wrote as he was inſpired, ſurely _ 
ave 
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have been pure as he was pure, and holy as he was holy. 

For to uſe the Apoſtles phraſe in another ſence, the fulneſs 
of the Godhead could not dwell bodily in a wicked woman ; 
por could ſhe be deceived and led away by the Serpent, whoſe 
Seed was to bruiſe the Serpent's head. 

Nay to be choſen for the Mother of God, was the greateſt 
honour and favour that ever God conferred upon any humane 
creature. None of the ſpecial honours and favours that he did 
to any of the Saints before or ſince, are equivalent to the ho- 
pour of being the Aforber of God. And therefore we may be 
fure that God, who ſaid, them that honour me I will honour, 
would not have done ſo great an honour to any daughter of 
Abraham, but to one who beſt deſerved it, to one of the holi- 
eſt among the ters of 1fr to the moſt heavenly 
minded Virgin of the Tribe of Jadab, and the Royal houſe of 
David; who had no ſuperiour for holineſs upon earth. 

If we bad no particular account of her graces, we might 
rationally conclude all this of her from the hiſtory of our 
Lord's Incarnation ;, for nothing leſs than Superlative holi- 
neſs could receive ſuch a Teſtimony of Divine honour from the 
Holy Trinity. She was as it were the Spouſe of God, Co- 
Parent with him of the wonderful /mmanxel, who was God 
and man, God of the ſubſtance of the Father, begotten be- 
fore the worlds, and Man of.the ſubſtance of his Holy Mo- 
ther born in the world _— God and perfet Man, and yet 
not T wo,. but one Chriſt. 

2, But then in the Second place, we have a particular ac- 
count of miany of thoſe eminent graces whichadorned her, in 
, | the Annunciation of the Angel, as it is related by $. Luke. 
\ | Asfirſt of her Chaſtity, ſhe was « Virgin, ver. 27. one that. 
| fnew not 4 man, ver. 34+ 
| Such a pure Virgin as was foretold by the Prophet, who 
| faid a Yrrgin ſhall conceive a ſon, Iſa. 7; 14. a Virgin in mind 
| 
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a well as body, ſuch a Virgin as never looked upon a man to 
luſt after him, an entire Virgin, who was af purity within 
a well as without, who never cheriſhed unclean thoughts, nor 
let them grow into unchaſte deſires, but ſtifled the beginnings 
of Luſt in its firſt motions, keeping her Body as the Santtuary 
or holy place, and her Soul as the holieſt of holies, and her- 
ſelf fit both in Body and Soulyto be the habitation of the loly 
Ghoſt, and a Tabernacle for the Son of God. Secondly, we 
kave an account of her great Modeſty, and Humility, which 


pur 


Speculunt Beate Virginis. 
put her into great diſorder at the S«lutation of the Angel, 
when ſhe ſaw him, ſhe was troubled at bu ſaying, and wondred 
what the meaning of his Salutation ſhould be. She had no- 
thing of the Phariſec in her, as doubtleſs many other Virgins 
had, who would upon ſuch an Addreſs have preſently con- 
cluded jn favour of their holineſs, that it was fo great and 
eminent above the holineſs of other Virgins, that they de. 
ſerved that peculiar honour of God. But the on the contrary 
was ſo very humble, that ſhe was all bluſh without, and con- 
fuſion within, at the appearance and complement of the An- 
gel. She wondred what ſhould move God to (end one of the 
Seren Spirits that attend upon his Throne co viſit her, ſhe 
wondred what ſhould incline him ro honour her ſo much, and 
why the Angel ſhould ſpeak unto her as unto an holy perſon, 
and the favourite of Heaven. She had a greater ſenſe of her 
humane imperfections and infirmities, than of her vertues; 
and in ſo mean and humble an opinion of herſelf could not 
imagine, why ſhe ſhould be bleſſed and praiſed above thoſe of 
her own Sex. 

So alſo in her Magnificat, which ſhe delivered upon the 
Salutation of her Coutn El:z.abeth, ſhe admires and adores the 
infinite condeſcenſion of God to her low Eſtate. And truly the 
ſignal tvnour which God did her,in chuſing her for the Mother 
of his Son, is an argument according to the Scriptures, that ſhe 
was lowly in Mind, as well as low in Fortune. For God reſifteth 
the proud, but he giveth grace, ( which is an Hebrew phraſe for 
ſhewing favour ) unto rhe lowly, ſaith Solomon, Prov.3.34. And 
ſaith the Prophet 1/aiab, 57.1 5.Thw ſaith the high and lofty ont, 
that inbabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Holy ; I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him alſo that u of a contrite and humble ſpirit, 
to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the hearts of the 
contrite ones. And this being the uſual method of God's pro- 
ceeding with the Sons of Men, we may conclude that the Vir- 
gin Mary was a very meek and humble Maid, becauſe God er 
altcd her above her fellows. 

The Third eminent Grace, which we find in the Bleſſed 
__— was her Faith, which was every way as great as thatof 
the Father of the Faithful, who being not weak 1m Faith, faith 
the Apoſtle, Rem,4.1 7,&c. ated not bus own body now dead, 
wbin he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the, deadne 


of Sarahs womb, but againſt hope, believed mhbope, that bt " 


become the ſather of many nations, not taggeting at rhe promiſe x 
G 
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Speculum Beate Virginis. 
God, who can quicken the deed, and call thoſe things which be not 
« though they were, In like manner the Bleſſed Virgin, after 
the Angel had told herzthat the power of the Higheſt ſhould come 

n her, ſtaggered not at the Promiſe of God through un- 
belief, but was —_— in Faith, being fully perſwaded, that 
what he had promiſed, he was able to perform. She knew that 
he who formed Adam of the ground, and Eve of one of the 
Ribs of Adam; was alſo able to form the body of his Son of 
her Subſtance ; and therefore though ſhe knew not 2 man, ſhe 
aid unto the Angel, Behold, the handmaid of the Lord, be it un« 
to me according to thy word. She knew it was moſt reaſonable 
to rely on the word of Omnipotence, and eſlcntial truth, and 
in this She is commended above Zacharias, who did not be- 
lieve the meſſage of the Angel, when he told him that his wife 
Elizabeth ſhould bear him a Son. He objected that he was an 
old man, and his wife well ſtricken in years, forgetting that 
Sarab her ſelf received ſtrength to conceive 1ſaac, when ſhe 
was paſt age; and therefore the Lord ſtruck him with dumb- 
neſs, becauſe he believed not his words. 

But though we read of no other Graces in ker, yet we may 
be ſure ſhe had all the reſt, that could render her righteous 
and acceptable in the ſight of God. There muſt needs have 
been a noble StruQure ereted, upon ſuch a foundation of Hyu- 
milicy, Purity, and Faith; when theſe lcd up the dance, we 
may be ſure the whole Chore of moral Virtues followed 
aftcr. And therefore in the Third place, 

3. It is our duty, who have the benefit of her example, 
to honour and celebrate her Name, and commemorate her Vir- 
tues, and ſer forth her praiſcs, in whom there was a concur- 
rence of ſo many divine Virtues, ſuch a ſtrung Faith, ſuch 
abaſing Humility, ſuch pure Chaſtity, and all other Graces in 
as much perfeCtion, as was conſiſtent with humane frailty. 

.So Divine, ſo Rightcous a perſon ought to be had in everlaſt- 
ing remembrance, and blelied among Women from genera- 
tion to generation. We ought not to mention her name with- 
out honour, her Name, which ought to be like precious oint- 
ment, whereſoever the Goſpel is preached, and written in the 
Wggelt and moſt conſpicuous charaRter iu the Diptychs of the 
urch. ; 
If the Names of other Saints are diſtinguiſhed with Miniag 
ture, Hers ought to ſhine with Gold. Eſpecially if we conſider 
that She,of all o we. commer” of 1ſrael,had the honour ” 
c 
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be choſen by the Holy Trinity for the Mother of God. What 
ſhall be done to the Woman, whom the King of Kings delight- 
eth to honour. Certainly if we ſhould hold our peace, and re- 
fuſe to praiſe her among Women, the ſtones of the Church 
world cry out, the fone hal cry out of the wall, and the beam ont 
of the timber ſhall anſwer it, if what the woman did, who 
poured forth a box ot precious ointment upon the head of our 
Saviour,was to be ſpoken of for a memo ial of her,whereſcever 
the Goſpel ſhould be preach*d throughout the whole world; 
ſurely that moſt B. Virgin,who had the honour to bring forth, 
and breed up the Son of God, ought to have a Feſtival and be 
mentioned with all due reverence, and eſteem, in all the 
Churches of the Saints. Whereſoever the Goſpel is preach'd, 
that which ſhe hath done and ſuffered for our Lord ought to be 
ſpoken of, for a memorial of her, from whom he tgpk that 
very body, which was crucifed, and that precious blood, 
which was ſhed for the remiſſion of our ſins. 

4- But then in the Fourth place, though we ought to honour 
her, and have honourable thoughts, and make honourable 
mention of her, yet we ought to take care, that we do not ho- 
nour her too much, in thinking and ſpeaking more highly of 
her, than we ought to think and ſpeak of an humane Creature. 
Indeed there is a particular reſpect due unto her, upon the ac- 
count of her eminent Graces, and as ſhe is the Mother of God. 
And ſo we find her Couſin Elizabeth treated her, with a parti- 
cular reſpeCt under that Charatter, whence s this ro me, that the 
Mother of my Lord ſhould come unto me? But then we muſt not 
let our reſpect for her commence into Worſhip, nor Romance 
her into 2 ws becauſe it was her Lot to be that Happy Vir- 
gin of whom Chriſt was Born. We muſt not treat her upon the 
account of her ſingular Relation to /mmanzel, as if ſhe were 
an Infinite Majeſty, or as if her graces were indeed Divine At- 

Fpiſt Delicat. tributes, and ber prerogatives of Grace and Glory, as a late book 

to the Contem- aſſerts, one and the ſame with thoſe of her Son. We ovght not 

plations of the to ray ſuch Homage and Veneration to her under the Cha- 

F< Gy addes of the Queen, as is only due to the King of Heaven, 
but we muſt carefully keep our reſpeQts to her Perſon and Me- 
mory within due bounds and limits, leſt tranſgreſling here- 
in, we ſhould fall into thoſe unwarrantable exceſſes and abuſes, 
y_ a great part of Chriſtendom is too juſtly chargeable 
Fitch. 


Aud 
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And that I may not be accuſed of charging ſo great and 
conſiderable a number of our Fellow-Chriltians wrongfully, 
or of ſaying what I cannot prove, | ſhell ſpend the remainder 
of my pains ina ſhewing, how extravagant the Votaries of the 
B. Virgin have been, and ſtill are, in her Commendations, and 
Praiſes, and in the Hononr which they pay, and the Devotions 
which they olf-r up unto hier: And Sccondly, in making a 
ſhort Application of the whole diſcourſe. 

1. I ſhall ſhew how extr2vagant the Votaries of the Bleſſed 
Virgia are, both in word and deed, in the Honours which they 
pay unto her, out of the Offices of the Latin Church, and the 
Anticnt and Modern approved Aathors of her Communion, 
who ſpeak ſuch extravagant things of her, as in realicy are a 
Diſhonour to her, an4 a diminution of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

To begia with the Offices of the Litia Church; ia the 
form of Abſolving a Penitent, in the Ritual the Piieſt con- 


clades with theſe words, The Paſſion 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the merits of 
the B, Virgin Mary, and all Saints, all 
the good thou baſt done, and the evil thou 
beſt ſuffered, be unto thee for remiſſion of 
ſins, imcreaſe of grace, and the reward 
of Eternal Life, Amen. So in many 
of her Offices there are theſe follow- 
ing Prayeis. * O bleſſed mother, and 

loriow Queen of the world, intercede 
fr ua unto the Lord, and || we fly anto 
thy proteftion, and ſafeguard, O holy 
mother of God, deſpiſe not our Prayers 
in our neceſſitier, but always deliver wu 
from all dangers, O glorious and Bleſſcd 


Paſſiv Domini noſlri Feſu Chriſti, meri- 
14 B, Mariz Virgins, & omniun Sino 
rum, quicquid boni feceris, &f mali ſuſti- 
nueris, ſint tibi in remiſſion m peceatorum, 
dugnentam gratis, & premium vita 41cr- 
»s, Amcn, 


* Betts matey, glarioſs Regins mundi, 
intercede pro nobis ad Dominum, Off. 
B.M. in Sabbate.& Offic. pary. B. Mariz. 
| Sub twin prefiliuns confſugimms, 
ſants Dei Genetrix, nojlras 4eprecationes 
ue defpicias in ueceſntatibus, ſed 4 peri- 
fulis cunitss libers nos ſemper, Vigo glo- 
rioſs & benedids, Offic, parv. B. M. 


Virgin, | think this is ſomething more than ro deſire her to 
pray for us, as we do the faichful upon carth, through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt. And ſo is the Hymn, Ave mars 


ftells, which 1 ſhall render in the fol- 
lowing words, Hail Star of the Sea, 
and nurſing mother of God, perpetual 
Virgin, and bleſſed gate of Heaven, 
Thou that recerveſk the Salut ation, 
which was ſpoken by the mouth of Ga- 
biicl, and eel the name - Eve, 
2 


Ave mari ſhells, 
De Miter alma, 
Atque ſemper Virgo, 
Fa'rx cali ports. 
Symens ilud ave 
Gabricls ore 
Funds 104 in pace, 
looſe 


T2 


.Mutaenr Feve names, 

Solve vincla rew, 

_ lumen (ac, 
Mala noſlra pelle, 
Bong =_ -y 

.Meonſira re eſſe FMatrem, 
Sumat per te preces 
Lot pro nobu ndtus 
Tulit efſe tum, 

Virgo fingularis, 

Inter omnes mitis, 
Nos culpis ſolutes 
Mites fas & cajlos, 

Vitam praſis puram 
icy para tutum, 

Vt videmics Feſum 
Scmpcr collatemur. 

Sit laus Deo Patri, 
Summo Chriſlo decas, 
Spiritui Sando, 

Tribus bowoy unu, Arnten. 


Offic, B, M, in Sabbato& alibi, 
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looſe the bonds of guilty ſinners, enlighten 
the eyes of the blind, drive away af evils 
from us, and aih all good: things for w, 
Shew that thou art the Mother of Chriſt, 
and let him who was born of thee for w, 
and wouchſafed to be thy Son, receive 
our prayers, throuch Thee, O moſt ex- 
cellent, and kumble Virgin; make wu 
humble, and chaſt, and free from thu 
bonds of our fins ; give wi purity of life, 
and grant ws 4 ſafe paſſage into the next 
World, that we attaining the Beatifich, 
Viſion of Jeſus, may rejoyce with ever- 
laſting joy. Praiſe be grven to God the 
Father, gloryto Chriſt the Sovereign 
Lord, and to the Holy Ghoſt, to all three 
be one hanowr, Amen. 


You fee they pray vnto her here, as unto an Author and 
Donor of Spiritual Bleſſings, and remind her of her power and 


influence over her Son. 


Aemento rerum Conditoy 
Noſtri quod olim corporss 
—_ 4b alvo F.egils 
Naſcendo formen ſumpſti, 

Maria Mater gratia, 
Dulcis payens clenemig, 
Tu nos ab boſte protege 
Et morti bors ſuſcipe, 

Feſu tibi ſit gloris, 

Lui nai es de Firgine, 
Cum Paire & almo Spiritu, 


In ſempiterns ſceula. Amen, 


Off. parv. B. M. 


* 0 Glorioſa YVirginam, 
Sublims intey ſyder, 
£ui te creavit, parvulumn 
Ladente nutris ubere. 

Lnod Heva yi abſtulit 

T 


Tic reddi® alnmo germine ; 
Imrent ut dſtvs flebiles 


Cali recludu cardines. 
Ti Regis 4lti janue, 


Et aula luc fulgida, 


And ſo in another Hymn, they re- 
mind him of whom he took his Body, 
and then pray unto her, in the follow- 
ing manner, Remember O Creator of 
all things, that thou fermerly tookeſt the 
ſhape f our Body, by being born of the 
boly womb of the Virgin, O Mary Mo- 
ther of Grace, and ſweet parent of 
mercy, proteft uw from the Enemy, and 
receive ws in the hour of Death, Glory 
be tothee, O Feſw, who waſt born of the 
Virgin, with the Father, and the He 
ly Spirn, Amen, 

So in another Hymn they invoke her 
thus ; * O Glorious Virgin, who art aloft 
among the Stars, thou nurſedſt thy Crea- 
tor with the milk.of thy Dugs, thou reſts- 
reſt unto w« by the boly Branch, what Eve 
took from. ws, thou openeſt the Gates of 
Heaven, that penitents might enter iny 
thou art the Gate of the great King, the 

right 
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Wight Palace of light. O redeemed Na- 
tens expreſs your joy for the life that us 
given by the Bleſſed Virgin, Glory be 
thee O Feſws, &c. 


One of the Leſſons for the Saturday-Office of 
the B. Virgin begins thus ; * My Brethren, ler us 
imbrace the footſteps 4 Mary, let ws throw our 
tlyes at ber feet, with moſt dcvont ſupplication , 
lt w bold her faſt, and not let her go, vill ſhe bleſs 


#, for ſhe « powerful, &c. 


And in another Office there js this 
yer, * The Lord bring w all unto 
the Kingdom of Heaven, by the merits 
od _ of the perpetual Virgin Ma» 

, and all the Saints, Amen. 

In the Saturday- Office there is alſo 
this ſolemn prayer of Interceſlion to 
her; || O Mary, Bleſſed Mother of God, 
nrpetaal Virgin, Temple of the Lord, 
lanttuary of the Holy Ghoſt ; Thou only 
nithour example, waſt pleaſing to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Pray for the poogent 
nediate for the Clergy, and interceed for 
the devaut female Sex. And then fol- 
lows this prayer unto God z * IWebe- 
ſeech thee O Lord God grant, that we 
thy ſervants may enjoy perpetual ſound- 
wi of body, and mind, and by the glori- 
ws interceſſion of the bleſſed and perpetu- 
dVirgin, may be delizered from our 
mjoy everlaſting comfort, 

In the Office for the Feſtival of her 
Conception, there is this Antiphone ; 
| Let us celebrate the Comteption' of the 
8. Virgin with joy, that ſhe may imter-= 
ted for us with Jekus Chrift, And this 
addreſs in Verſicle and Anſwer ;, * For 
thaw art bleſſed O holy Virgin, and wor- 
thy of all praiſe, becauſe Chriſt aur God 
the Son of righteouſnef raſe. out of thee, 
Dpray for the People, mediate for the 
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preſent ſorrow, 
7 breugh our Lord. 


13 
Vitem datum per Yingines, 
Gente: redem pie pland ie. 
Feſu ſis ribi gloria, Kc, Ibid. 


* Amplelamuy Marie weſti- 
gia, frames mei, © devorifems 
ſupplicatione beatis ihlims pedi- 
bus provoluamur. Texeami 
cam, mee dimitiamus doncee be- 
nedixerit nobis, Potens eſt 
enim. &c, Menſe Ot Serm. 
Bernardi Abbatis, 


* Precibus © merits B, avie ſom- 
pr Virginu, © omnium ſanttorum pw- 
ducat nos Dominus ad rignum cxlorum. 


Amin. Offi, pary. 


| 0 Beatit Dei Genetrix Maria, vir- 
go ferpetus, templum Domini, ſacyarium 
——= Sari ; ſola ſine exemplo placue 
ijti Domino nojtre Fu Chriſto: Ora pro 
populo, iServeni pro Clero, intercede pro 
dcuato famineo ſexs, 


* Concede nor famulos twos, quaſumus 
Domine Dem, perpctus ments © c 
ris ſanitate gaudere, & glorioſa B. Ma- 
ris, ſemper YVirginw, imerceſſione, 4 pre- 
ſenti liberari wijlitis, & atcrns perfrui 
Latitis, Per Dominum. 


and 


Cum jicupdinare conceptionem B8. 
Marie cclebromus ; mt igſas pro nobu 
intcrecdat 2d Dominum Fiſum Chriſtum. 

Brey.ar. Rom, 


* Falix namque & ſacrs F. Flavig, 
& onni lande digniffhms: Qui# ex ue 
orts efÞſol juſtiti« Chriſhus Deus noſter, 
Ors pro Poputo, imeroeni pro Clero,- in | 


Clergy, 


14 
rercede pro devoto famines ſexm, ſentiant 
omncs twum juvemes quicungque ccchrant 
tnam [anlim conceyiioncm, ibid, 


* Dignare me lands © tcſacrata Firgo, 
Das mibi wirtuten contre bojies thes. 
kelt. S. dir ad Nives. 


1 Saeda Mara ſuccurre m:ſers, juvs 
puſilinims, refove fiebiles, ors pro po- 
pulo--- ſentient ones 1uum juvdn.n qui- 
cunque cclebr im tam ſanttam feſtrots- 
tem, ]bid, 


* 0 B Maria quis tivi digne valeat 
jurs gratiarum, ac laudum praconis re- 
pendere, qua ſingulari to Iſſenſu mundo 
ſnccurrss perdiio? Jun tht laudes fra- 
gilitass bumani generis perſolvat, que ſolo 
fuo commercio recuperandi aditum inve- 
nit? Accipe itaque quaſcungue exiles, 
quaſcungque merits tits, 1mpares gratid- 
rum iltiones: Et cum ſuſciyeris vo16,culps 
noſtras orando excuſt. Admitte noſtras 
preces imt/ 4 ſacrarium exauditions, IS re- 
ports nobis antidotum reconciliationis, 
ibid, 
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Clergy, intercede for the devout fomab 
ſex, and let all thoſe who celebrate th 
boly conception feel thy belp, 

In theOtfice of $. Mary ad Nie: th: 
is this verſicle and anſwer, Verf. * 
me worthy to praiſe thee, O boly Virgis, 
R And grue me power againſt thy eneme, 
And then follows this Antiphoane , {0 
holy Mar y,ſuccour them that are miſers- 
ble,belp them that are weak hearted, com 
fort thoſe that are ſorrowful, pray for the 
peopley--- and let thoſe who celebrate thy 
holy Feſtival become ſenſible of thy beh. 

in the ſecond day of the Octave of 


her Nativity, there is this Prayer, « 
Leſſon. * O B, Mary, who can ſuffics 
ently give thee praiſe, and thanks, wh 


by = ſingular aſſent didſt ſucconr the 
world when it was undone ? what praiſe 
ſufficient can frail mankind pay unto the 
who haſt found a way of recovery, only by 
thy commerce with God? We therefore 
pray thee, receive our Thanksg ivings be 
mean ſorver they be, and unequal to thy 
merits, and nhen thou ſhalt receive ow 
Devotions, excuſe our faults by praying. 
0 admit our prayers within the Santtu- 
ry of thy audience, and bring back, untow 


the antidote of reconciliation, 


What is meant in this Prayer by her ſuccouring the world 
when it was undone, by her aſſent, I cannot cell, unleſs her 
acceptance of God's offer to be the Mother of Jeſus, be to 

* The Contem.. B© underſtood by ir, asa late * Book makes me think it is, 
plations, p. 69, Which faith that God referred the exccution of by Sons Incar- 


6&4, £6, 


nation to her acceptance, and thereby admitted her to a can 


ſultive and deciſive ſuffrage in bu Counſels, 
But to proceed ; the next leſſon is a Prayer of the ſame 


* Fit per te excuſubile quod per to 
ingerimus, fiat imperrabile, quod fids 
mente poſcimus, Accipe quod offerimus, 


redons quod rogamus, excuſs quod th- 


ſtrain, inthe following words; #* Le 
every thing be excuſed which we bring 
unto God by thee, and let us obt ain mhat+ 
ſoever we a«h, with a faithful mind. Ac- 
cept that we offer, grve that we avk., and 

pardon 


£4 wo __ cy 


on that we fear : becauſe thou art the 
hope of ſinners, We hope for the par- 
a - offences by thee, and in thee us 
the moſt bleſſed expett ation of our reward, 
0 boly Mary, ſuccour thoſe that are miſe- 


Speculum Beate V irginis. 


15 


menus; quis tu es ffer wnics peced- 


rorum. Per tt (þcramus wentuam delifio- 
rum, & in 16 beatiſſims noſlrorum «ft 6x- 
pekatio premiorum. Sans Maria ſic 
curre miierss, &c. Brev. Rom. 


rble, uphold thoſe that are faint-hearted, comfort thoſe that 


, pray fer the people, and ſo forth as above recited. 


And 


if this be not to detogate from the merits and mediation of 


er Lord, 1 know not what is. 


In the Advent Sundays, this is a 
common Colle; |} © God, who by the 
Annunciation of an Angel, wouldſt bave 
thy eternal Son aſſume fleſh, of the ſub- 
farce of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, grant 
ww thy m_—_— 1, that we who trnly be- 
leve ber to be the Mother of God, maybe 

d by ber interceſſion with thee. 

othe ſecond Sunday after the Epi- 
chany, there is this Prayer; * © Lord 
lt this Communion cleanſe ws from ſin, 
ad make # partakers of the heavenly re- 
nedy, by the interceſſion of the B, Virgin 
Mary the Mother W od, 

ln the Maſs of her Aſſumption, there 
sthis Prayer; * © Lord let the Prayer of 
the Mother of God help thy people, and 
although we know ſhe died, and was car- 
ned hence, yet let wu perceive that ſhe in- 
tercedes for ws in heaven, by the ſame 


ur Lord feſwa Chriſt. 


| D-us, qui de B. Marie Firgin« wicro, 
Virbum tuum , Angelo nunciante, carnem 
ſuſcipere voluiſh : prejia ſupplicibus tas, 
ut qui were cam genctricem Det credi- 
mus, Cjus apud tc mierceſſionibus adju. e- 
mur, Muiſſal, Rom, 


* Hac nos Communio, Domine, parget 
4 cyimine ; & imercedeme B Firgine 
Det genetrice Maria caleſit remct1i f4- 
ciat ejus conſortes. ibid. 


* Subveniat, Domine, pleli tus Dei 
genetricw oratio: quam the pro condi- 
tione carnw migraſſe coguo/cimns, in ce- 
leſti gloria apud ic pro wobus int recdere 
ſentiamus, per eundem, &c. ibid, 


In the proper Maſs of her Seven Sorrows, ſhe 1s called, 


i The 


neenof heaven, and Lady of the world, and what that 
fgnifics you ſhall have from a late Author, who \:ith that 
Kings are the moſt noble Images of God's Majeſty 1n the viſt- 
e world, and Chriſtian Queens the Repreſentatives of the mo- 


" Cali Reging, 
7 matey ann 
di--- ibid 

h Epijt Delis 
£48, 10 the Con 


ther of Jeſw;, according to which compariſon it follows, ronplations. 
that as the Queen is in priviledge, power, authoricy, great- 
peſs and prerogative to the King of an earthly Kingdom, fo 
the B. Virgin is to God the King of Heaven, and Soveraign 
Lord of the world. 


And 


16 


* In miſs} propria de 7. doloribus. 

— Ea Mater fous amovis, 
.AMe jemire vim doloris 
F ac ut recun ſugeam. 

F ac wit avrdeat Cor morn 
In amanis ( brijtum Deum 
Ut fi. complaccam .. 

— Fig mevwire iccan fiere, 
Cracifixe Ecmdolere, 
Don © ©go VIXON 

--- Fac me plagis Oulncrari 
[race bac inebriayt 
0b amerem Filit. 

In flammains © accenſus, 
Per 1e Y. ſom deferſus, 
In die judicus 

Fac me cruce cuſtodiri, 
Monte (brijti pramuniris 
Confovcrt gratia. 

Luando corpus morietur, 
Fac ut anima donciur, 
Paraliſi glorii, Amen, 


| Deus, qui per glorigſyſmam Filii rui 
Mat;em, ad liberandos Chriſit _ 
poteſtare Paganorum, novd Eccleſiam tu- 
am prole amplificare dignatus es : Praſts 
quaſumus, ut quam pie veneramuy 1anit 
operis inſtitutricem, ejus pariter merits 
T interceſſions 4 peccatis emmibus & cap» 
tivitate Damonis liberemur. Per cundent 

Dominum, 
Miſa B, V, M. de Mercele, 


* Deus qui glorioſom Mairem tum 
IMeriam nominari voluiſt; concede qua- 
Jumus, wt qut dulce Miria nomen implo- 
rem, perprruum ſentiant tun bencedilionis 
effetum, Oui vivis & regna. 

Miſſa de Nomine B, V. M, 


eft, &C. 
Inthe ſixth of the Ottave of her Nativity, one Leſſon be- 
| 'ginsthas; | 7 may ſay that that which 
uw written of the Church may be underſtoed 
of Mary; A man ſhall feave his Father 


De Mai ia accipitur ( liccat mibi di. 
ecre ) quod ſcriptum cj} de Eccleſia : Re- 
linguet bomo Patrew ſum, © Murem 


Speeulum Beate Virginis. 


And therefore it is no wonde, 
that in the folema Hymn, whid 
begins, * Stabat Aﬀater dolore, 
they as ſolemnly pray unto her « 
make them ſenſible of ber ſorrows, 
make their hearts barn with the lm 
of Chrift, and to imprint bis wound 
wpen them ; to enable them to wy 
with ber, and condole the cruerfud 
Jeſus, 10 be woanded with bis wounds, 
and inchriated with the love of bin, 
and to defend them in the day of judy- 
ment, They alſo pray her, © ky 
them by the Croff, to fortifie them by 
the death of Chrift, to cherifk then 
with ber favour, and to grant tha 
when their Souls depart from their By 
dies, they may go into the glory of Pa 
radiſe. And then ſolemnly fay, 
Amen. 

In another Maſs they have this pray- 
er; || O Lord, who by the gloriow Ms 
ther of thy Son haſt vouchſafed ro enlarge 
thy Church, with a new «ff-ſpring, t 
free the faithful in Chriſt from the power 
oy grant we beſeech thee, that 
we who worſhip the Foundreſi of ſo great 
a work may be delivered, as well by ber 
merits, as her interceſſion, from all om 
ſins, and the captivity of the Devil, by 
the ſame our Lord, 

In the Maſs of her Name there is this 
Collett; * O Ged, who wouldſt have thy 
tloriow Mother named Mary, grant we 
pray thee, that thoſe who implore her 
ſweet name, may find the perpetual effett 
of thy benediftion, who leweſt and revgn- 


and 
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s Wi » & adberebi : 
and Mother, and cleave to his Wife, and ſ -y Ya X__ a foo: P erunt 


they [ball be two in one fleſh. a Re 


And accordingly in the Leſſon for the Feſtival of her Aſ- 
ſumption, and the Octaves thereof, they apply all that is 
faid of the Church in the Song of Solomon to her, as if ſhe « qquir roo; 
were indeed the Spouſe of Chrilt, and likewiſe thoſe expreſ- Fer p.."_g 
fons of the pRnge Bride in the 45th. Pſalm, * which under is veſtitz deau- 
the type of Solomon's marriage, prefigured the marriage of 74 circunde- 
Chrif to his Church. 65 UNE. 
In the Oltave of her Nativity, inthe fourth Leſſon of the 
{iſt NoQturn, it is ſaid; || Praiſe and 
be given to thee = ol — 1 ar. e's 5 ſt Trinitss, 
who bat called us wnto thu celebrity, And omm not ad 14rem conve- 
rat 4; alſo unto thee O boly Micker of — S_ — wot 
God, for thou art the precious pearl of the PITI_Y Ibid. 
wild, And then it ——_ ___ fifth Fe 
Leſſon z; * By thee 1 ranity ts , te Trinitss ſandificarur, yer te 
ſanttified, and the preciom — #-yrrs ang _—_ —_— _——_ & adoratur in 
td, and adored t b the world ;, by  Fervs, Ge. This. 
thee Heaven doth exxit, the Angels and Archangel; rejoyee, 
Devils are put to flight, and man ® called back, to Heaven, 
&c, 
| have taken all this, and might have taken more out of the 
reformed Miſſal, and Breviary, which a late ſmall || Writer ; The Author 
calls the Authentick, Books of the Church of Rome. And in of Popery an- 
ſome of theſe Devotions you ſee, they pray unto her alone, 9* 
3$unto.a Deity, to bleſs them, and to beſtow Spiritual and 
Temporal bleſſings upon them, ſaying in effe@ unto her, 
Have pie) upon us, bear our prayers, &c. which the late French 
Expoſitor of the Catholick Doctrine ſaith, is the proper 
my of ſpeaking unto God. 
n others of them they pray unto God the Father, through 
her Merits or Interceflion, and ſo make her a collateral Me- 
diatrice with Chriſt. 
In others they pray unto Chriſt for her ſake, and through 
_ pn” and io make her an under-Mediatrice unto 
im. 
ln others they deſire her to jnterceed with God for them, \Sothey pray 
which alſo makes her a joynt Mediatrice with Chriſt. unto S. Amby. 
In others they deſire her co || intercecd with Chriſt for them, SE 
which alfo makes her a ſubordinate Mediatrice to him, nobis filrum 
| #; 1n pea. , 


In others they pray unto God through her Merits or Tater- 
ceſion by Chriſt Jeſus, which ſeems to joyn her with him ig 
the Office of Mediator. 

- In others they joyn ſeveral of theſe Forms together, con- 
trary to the Scriptures, which direCt us to pray unto none 
but God, and through no Mediator but Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
which poſitively teach, that as there is but one God, ſo there 
is but one Mediator betwixt God and man, the man C briſt Te 
ſws, and that he ever liveth ro makg interceſſion for w. ladeed 
they may well pray unto God, and Chriſt through her merits, 
who pray unto Chriſt through the merits of S. Joſeph ber 
reputed husband, as they do on his Feſtival in the following 

Prayer, We pray thee, O Lord, that we 
Sandifſma geneiricis tua ſtonſt, quaſu- may be helped by the merits of the Spouſe 
mus Domine, mcritis adjuvemur : ut quod gf thy boly Mother, that what our weak- 


poſſibilizs nojtra non obtinet, cus nob1s neſs Cannot obtain, may be given untom 
interceſſione donetut : Qui vivis & regnas b # = reign 


cum Deo Parre, Brev, Rom. by bu interceſſion ;, who live 
eſt with the Father. 


So they pray unto God thro 
Chriſt, and $. Nicolas together in 


: Boas qui ay _—_ innumeris following —_— abr. 5 who baſt graced 
ecoraſti miracuus, qugamus, it 5 Nicolas the Biſhop with many Miracl 
p meritis & precibus, & gedeunee incen- grant we or +l that >, 5. be de 
tis libcrenur per Dominum. ibid. f 4 i 
ivered from hell fire by bis merits and 
prayers, through Chriſt our Lord. 

But to retyrn to the B. Virgin, Ithiak it very agreeable to 
my preſent ſubjeft and undertaking, to tell you the Rory of 
her Aſſumption out of the Office, which I have ſo often 

Fx amiqui ac- Cited, and which gives us this account thereof. . When ſhe 
cepimms rradi- dicd, all the Apoſtles, whereſoever diſperſed to preach the 
rione quod1em- Goſpel, were ſuddenly caught up in the air, and brought to 
pu. Fernſalem. Being met together, a viſion of Angels appeared 
Quarti dis in. 2. them, and the Viſion was attended with a ſweet Plalmody 
fra Ofevem Of the heavenly powers, in which the B. Virgin reſigned her 
Aſſ«mpionis, ſoul into the hands of God in a glorious manner, and the An- 
3. Mariz, gelsand Apoſtles continuing to ſing together, her body was 
—_— carried out, and put in a Coffin, and buried at Gethſemant, 
where the Angels continued to fing three days together. At 
the end of three days, Thomas, who was nat with the Apoſiles 
when ſhe died, came to Fer»ſalem, 2nd being deſirous to 
worſhip the Body of the B. Virgin, they went to Gerb/emane 
to take 1t up ; but when they had opened the grave, = on 
0 
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Coffin, to their great aſtoniſhment there was no bedy there, 
and they all agreed ia this opinion,that it had pleaſed the Word 
of God, and the Lord of Glory, who took his body our of 
the B. Virgin, not to ſuffer hers to ſee corruption, but to do 
ber the honour to tranſlate it into Heaven, befare the com- 
mon and univerſal reſurceRion. 
| cannot but obſerve here, how that Thomas was abſent 
at this meeting of the Apoſtles, jult as he was at that in which 
Jeſs ſtood in the midſt of them, and ſhewed unto them his 
hands and his fide. Poor unfortunate Apoſtle ! that art al- 
ways tardy, and canſt never come in time to meet the reſt of 
thy Brethren. But perhaps he was at the /ndies, and had a 
er journey than the reſt, who were nearer to Jern/alem. 
1am as content as any man to admit this excuſe, and if you 
further deſire to know what death the B. Virgia died of, the 


Author of the Comtemplations will tell you, that ſhe died of 4 p. 80. 


frirunal Feaver, into which ſhe fell through a Seraphick vehe- 
mency of divine love, which enflamed her blood, and ſer ber 
facred heart on fire; and that ber aſſamption was on this 


manner, Her gloriow ſoul, faith he, deſcended fromber Impe- p. 84, 


rial ſeat in Heaven, accompanied with Seraphims and —_ 
Saints, and re-aſſumed ber ſacred body, and aſcended with it 
erain, and placed it above ell the treops of thebleſſed. Beio 
omed in body and foul inr- acaven, ſhe was ſeated on a 
Thkrove above all Seraphims, next to the moſt Glorious Tri- 
nity, and inaugurated, proclaimed, and acknowledged, 
Queen of all pure creatxres, and at her Coronation ſhe was 
doathed with the Sun, and had the Maon for her footſtool, 
md was Crowned with an Imperial Crown of twelve Stars. 
and truly io ſome of ber Offices, the 1# verſe of the 12th 
chap. of the Revelations is applyed to her, where it is written, 
And there appeared a great wonder in beaven, a woman cloathed 
with the ſun, aud the moon wnnder her feet, and upon her bead 4 
crown of twelve ſtars. 

After this ſhort account of the manner of their praying to 
her, and the hiſtory of ber Aſamption end Coronation, I 
fall only re-mind you of the divine Titles by which they in- 
voke her in their Offices, as Cucen of beaven, Mother of grace, 
fmeer Parent of mercy, the Gate of the great King, the only bope 
oe owners; to which I may add, Queen of Angels, Adoptive 
mother, Patrenef of man, Adyocass of finnevs, wnd marc afibe 
ſame nature in this book of che Pr where hr AD- 

2 tenor 


& p. 89.90, &c. 


Speculum Beate Virginis. 

thor addreſſes himſelf unto her in theſe words, 7 chaſe thee) 
gloriow Mother of Jeſus, to be my Patronef, Advocate, and 
Adoptive Mother, admit me, O powerful Queen of Angelz, 
among thy Clients, ſuppreſs my Enemies, — canſe in the 
Court of our Requeſts. ah, permit not my Soul to periſh, for 
which thy Son Jeſus did ſhed thoſe precions drops of bloud, which 
he received from the rich fount am of thy loving heart. 

Thus have I ſhewed you out of the Offices of the Latin 
Church, how extravagant the Votaries of the B. Virgin are in 
the honour, which they render unto her ; and for which I am 
ſure there is no ground, neither in my Text, nor in any other 
place of the holy Scripture ; not in my Text, in which I ſhew- 
ed that there is not one word, but which the Angel might 
have uſed in ſaluting any other Righteous perſon, as well az 
the V. Mary; not in any other place of Scripture, where ſhe 
is mentioned : but on the contrary, there are many places 
which teach us, that we ſhould not think of her above the con- 
dition of an bumane Creature. 

Thos at the marriage in Cana in Galilee, when ſhe told our 
Saviour there was no Wine, Woman, faith he, what bavel 
to do with thee ? When ſhe ſaid unto him, Why baſt thou dealt 
thus with w ? thy Father and I have ſought thee ſorrowing ;, he 
ſaid unto them, How # it that ye ſought me ? wiſt ye not that 
muſt be about my Fathers buſineſs ? 

When a woman, in admiration of him, lift up ber voice and 
ſaid, Bleſſed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which theu 
haſt ſucked, he anſwered, Tea rather bleſſed are oy that hear 
the word of God, and keep it. Another time when ſome told 
him, that his Mother and Brethren ſtood without, defiring 
to ſpeak with him, he ſaid, Who «x my Mother, and who ore 

Brethren ? and then ſtretching forth his hands towards his 
Diſciples he ſaid, Behold my Mother and- my Brethren, for 
whoſoever doth the will of my Father which # in Heaven, the 
ſame is my Mother, and Siſter, and Brother, 

Whenhe ſaw his Mother ſtanding by the Croſs, and the 
Diſciple whom he loved ſtanding by her, he ſaid no more unto 
her, but Woman behold thy Son;, and to him nothiag cIſe but 
Bebold thy Mother, And $S. Pax having occaſion to mention 
her, upon the account of Chriſt's Incarnation, ſaith no more 
than this, When the fuineſs of time was come, God ſent forth 
bis Son, made of aWOM AN, made under the law, 


Having 
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Having now ſhewed out of the Latin Offices, how extrava- 

t the Votaries ofthe B. Virgin are in the honours which 
| pay unto her,” I proceed to ſhew the ſame our of the An- 
cient and Modern approved Authors of the Latin Communion. 
But 1 ſhall begia with the Modern, and particularly with the 
Contemplations on her life and glory; where the Author 
calls her, || Queen of Seraphims, and Queen of Heaven, and 
faith that, whatever can be ſaid of ber, will be infinitely too nay< 
rw to fill the Orbs of her exuberant Santtity, Grace, and Glory ; 
and that with trembling be attempted to explain the myſtery of 
ber Life and Glory, leſt ſearching into the holies of ſo great a 
Majeſty, be ſhowld be oppreſſed with its ſplendors. 

He ſaith, Jr « 5mpoſſible for a pure Creature to unfold the im- 
nenſe attributes of her Maternity, And truly they cannot bur: 
be immenſe, if the prerogatives of Grace and Glory in her, and 
Jeſus are nor diſt inf? ner feltions, but one and the ſame attribute, 
# he proves out of one of their own Writers. He ſaith 
thar, atever gifts are beſtowed nyon w by Jeſus, we receive 
them by the mediation of Mary, and that ſhe hath full power, as 
4 Mother, to obtain of her Son whatever he can atk of God the 
Father ;, and that no one ever petitioned her, who was refuſed by 
him, or ruſted in her, who. was abandoned by him; and that, 
br bleſſeth thoſe whom ſhe bleſſeth, and owns them for bus Diſciples, 
whom ſhe adopts for her Children. 

This is a new ſort of Divinity, which the Apoſtles and 
their Scholars never taught the World. They told us but of 
one Mediator in Heaven, to whom we ſhould immediately 
ply our ſelves, but here we are told of two, of Feſas who 
is a Mediator with God the Father, and of Mary; who is as 
powerful a Mediatrice with Jeſus, as he is with his Father ; 
and if this be true, it is no matter to which of the two we 
pray, or whether we pray to him or no, ſince no one ever peti- 
tiened her, who was refuſed by him. , 

He further ſaith, that Her ſacred body # endowed with 4 
faper ſerapbical aftivity, whereby ſhe can render her ſelf preſent 
ma moment, to all her Votaries, and aid them at any diſt ance ; 
and upon theſe two ſuppoſitions of her foll mediatory power, 
and preſence in all places, we need not wonder at the follow- 


ing Deyotions. 


V. Open my lips O Mother of Teas. 
R, And my Soul ſhall ſpeak forth thy praiſe. 
\ Y. Divine 


| Ep, Dedicate. 


Pay. 7. 


Pag. 96. 


Pas. 33+ 


® Pap. 24+ 
| Pag. 101. 


"* Pag. 24, 


f Pag, 193- 


Pag. 25, 


1, Tctition. 
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V. Divine Lady be iatent to my aid. 
R. Graciouſly make haſt co help me. 
V. Glory be to Feſw and Mary ; 

R. As it was, is, and ever ſhall be. 


* Holy Mary, Mother of Ged, pray for us now and in the bar 
of death. Bid 44 be bleſſed, © bely Mary. And || O ſacred 


Virgin, Mather of God, Queen of Angels, Empreſs of Saint, 
Refuge of Sinners, and my ſpecial Patronefi and Advocate, un 
thy cuftody I commit and recommend my ſelf, with all the powerz, 
paſſions, and motions of my body, and mind, and all living and 
dead, eſpecially tboſe whom 1 would or ſbould pray for, humbly 
entreating thee, through all thy mercies, and mers, thy priv- 
ledges, and power, and by whatever is deareſt unto thee, hom 
maybe admuted to be thy Children, Seryants, and Devote, 
that we may be protetted, diretted, aſſiſted, and comforted by 
thee ;, and that by thee we may be preſented to God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt ; with much more, too 
long to be tranſcribed. To which [I ſhall add this bl 

* Through the merits and interceſſion of the Mother of Jeſus, 
may we come to the harbour of Eternal Salvation; and this, 
|| Through the mediation of the moſt —_ Virgin Mother of 
Jeſus, may God the Father, Soy, and Holy Ghoſt, blefi and 

us now and for evermore, And this Cantique, Let ww praiſe 
thee O Mother of Jeſus, let us acknowledge thee our Sovereign 
Lady, let men and Angels give hononr to thee, the ff conceived 
of w pure Creatures, to thee the morning-Stars, and bigheſt Se- 
raphims ſing glory for thy magnificence, makg interceſſion for w 
0 powerful Mather of ]clus, = God will not refuſe thee our Pe- 
titions, then ſhall we rejoyce in the fulnefs of thy glory, and [al 
ſing the praiſes of Jeſus for ever. 

You may perceive by the [tile of this Cantique, that it was 
compoſed in imication of the Te Deam ;, of which 1 ſhall ſpeak 
more hereafcer. 

From the Contemplations I paſs to the Pſzlter of the B, 
Virgin Mary, which was compoled in the French Tongue, 
by a Father of the Society of Jeſws, and tranſlated into Eng- 
liſh, and Printed with allowance in 1624; out of which 1 
ſhall preſent you with a few Petitions, to which 1 need not 
crave your attention. 

« O glorious Vicgin grant me grace, that 4 may receive 
{* pardon'tor my fins, draw near unto me © bleſſed Viegs 
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«% who art the Mother of the afflifted, my Enemies are gather- 
*:d together agaioſt me, and I; have this oaly refuge to caſt 
* my {clf ynder the ſhadow of your wings, defend me againſt 
« their enterpriſes, and bring them all to ſhame and confuſi- 
«* on. Towr Majeſty and greatneſs, together with the incre- 
% dible ſweetneſs of your mfinite mercy, have obliged my lips 
*to publiſh the praiſes of no other than of your ſelf, Be 
E = glorihed O molt amiable Virgin, together with your 
«tweet Son Jeſus, both now and evermore. Give my Soul 
* entrance into Paradiſe, when it ſhall leave the Body, and 
« by your holy prayers deliver me from the dreadful pains of 
® Hell; and ler all that is due unto me for my fins be cancelled 
« by your merits. You have been the cauſe that God took 
* humane fleſh upon him, you then as a Mother can obtain for 
% us all that which we ask of him. +------ He will pardon us 
«* for the love of you ----- Remember our humanity, and 
*erant that we may find grace with you, who art the Foun- 
* dreſs of our grace and Salvation. Stretch forth your hand 
*to draw me out of the filthineſs of my ſins, and let the great- 
* neſs of your mercy blot out the multitude of my offences, 
« ſupplying by your merits, what ig juſtice | dare not;(hawand. 
* Turn not your face away from me, for I put my tryſdia you. 
*/] You are the Sanuary into which I deſire to retire ----- 
* 1 magnifie you as the Foundreſs of Grace ,, | will never ceaſe 
*to beleech you with all my deſires, and affeCtions ---- vntil 
*1 know that you have beheld me with compaſſion, and gi- 
*vencar tomy prayers, I will humble my heart before you, 
\for 1 know that the proud ſhall not be entertained near un- 
*to your ſecred Majeſty ---» If you do not undertake our de- 
*fence, how ſhall we do to appear before Jeſus ? ----- put 
* words into my niouth that I may worthily praiſe you, ſince 
*the Heavens themſelves ſet forth your glory, and that all 
« Creaturescall upon you, when they are oppreficed ----- as 
«* ſoon as youextend your hand upon the ſick, they are healed, 
«nd the waves of this troubleſom world are ſoon appeaſed. 
* by your commandment. +---- I will never ceaſe to-praiſe 
«* and exalt you with Hymns, Pſalms, and Canticles, but day 
« by day will I render you my vows. Receive my Soul into 
*« your hands when it ſhall leayerhis mortal Body, and take 
« [it into your protection, for it will be loſt with fear, and will 
not know to what fide to turn to ſaye it ſelf, unleſs under 


% the ſhadow of your mercy. Obtain for me by your grace 2 
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& lace of perpetual habitation, among thoſe who be ig 
& Paradiſe, = 9. co enjoy the felicicy, which the Souls of 
© thoſe who have devoucly ſerved you, do eternally poſſth, 
« NO bleſſed Virgin, mother of wnlimited power, adored and 
© called upon by the Univerſe, give me itrengrth to reſiſt the 
© temptations of my inviſible enemies---- if you ſhquld have 
© forſaken me, to whom ſhould I have then repaired, that 
& would have looked upon me with pity and compaſſion, I wil 
&« confeſs your name, among all Nations, becauſe it is holy--. 
*« and will make known to all, the Majefty of your great- 
«neſs. 

All -the fifteen Petitions in this Pſalter are full of ſuch like 
devyotions, and the laſt of them concludes chus : 

« Be pleaſed with my prayers, O ſacred Virgin, and may 
« jir-pleaſe you not to reject this little Pſalter dedicated to 
« your Sacred Majeſty, a part whereof 1 will recite before 
© you every day, to the end you may receive my ſoul iatg 
« your boſom, whea it ſhall depart ourtof this world into an- 
© other life. . 

| muſt further acquaint you, that this Author who made 
this Pſalter in imitation of the Pſalter of David, adviſeth 
his Reader to ſay theſe Pſalms before an Image of the bleſſed 
Virgin Mary in ſome holy place, or Oratory, and before 
every Petition to ſay the Ave Maria in Engliſh, and the Tran- 
ſlator of it doth aſſure the Lady, tro whom he Dedicares it, 
that it had the approbation of the better ſort of Catholicks, and 
was preſented to one of the greateſt Queens of Exrope in its 
French attire. 

The Author alſo tells us, that he hath put the Angels Salw- 
tation before every Petition, to implore the favour of the $a- 
cred Virgin, and this he did conformably to the Latin Off- 
ces, which abound with Ave Maries, though I profeſs 1 can- 
not tell, why they ſhould convert a pure Salutation, which 
I have ſhewed conſiſts of common forms of Speech, inco a form 
of Invocation. Why ſhould that, which might have been 
ſpoken by the Angel to any other righteous perſon be eſtsem- 
ed Tuch an acceptable Sacrifice of Praiſe to her ? and yet the 
Myſtery of the holy Roſary, which we are || told the bleſſed 
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they ſay happened to her, and 1 muſt confeſs, I cannot un- 
derſtznd, how any Office, wherein there are ten, or cleven 
lavocations of Afary for one Prayer to God, || ſhould be 
moſt efficacrous for obtaining all favours from him, and averting 
al evils from our ſelves, Such knowledge is too wonderft. [ 
for me, | cannot attain unto irc, but | mult for ever be con- 
tent to be ranked || among thoſe babes who are tobe fed with 
milk, and not with ſuch ſtrong meat. My ſtomach will not di- 
gelt it, / have not been hitherto able to bear it, neither yet am 
able, nor to beg her interceſſion, or hope toobtain the ——_ 
of the Holy Ghoſt by ſaying an Ave Mariato her; 1 neither 
waderſtand nor believe how the repetition of the Angels meſ- 
ſage can warrant the expectation of ſuch bleſſings trom God 
bythe Mediation of the B. Virgin, nor can I perſuade my 
ſelf to ſay with the Votaries of Loretro, we fly to your patre- 

e O Sacred mother of God, deſpiſe not our prayers in onr ne- 
- *y but deliver ws from all dangers © ever glorious, and 
Weſſed Virgin, 

| Cardinal Bora. a late, and moſt approved Writer of the 
Latin Church tells us, that the Reſary 1s fo called, becauſe it 
s compoſed of 150 Ave Maries, as of ſo many ſweet- 
ſmelling Roſcs; as ifthe 15 Pater noſters in it did not ſmell as 
ſ#cer as they : and though he is one of the approvers of 
Mr. de Meanx his Expoſition, which faith, they only pray 
ts Saints to pray for them, yet in his | Paraphraſe on the An- 
gels Salutation, he faith very extravagant thidgs of her, and 
another place prays unto her, 2s unto a Donor in the fol- 
bwing words, ** Prote(t me, O ſweeteſt Virgin Mary, uvn- 
« der the ſhadow of thy wings, and never let thy name, which 
« flows with hony, depart trom my mouth, and heart, be not 
*far from me, O moſt powerful mother of God, becauſe my 
* enemies compaſs me round abour. What can I do without 
«thee, O bleiſed Virgin, or what would become of me, if 
*thou ſhouldeſt turn away thy face from me ? When wile 
*thou come, O moſt ſweet Virgin, when wilt thou appear to 
*thy moſt unworthy ſervant? Thy breath, O Mary, is 
«ſweeter than honey, and the poſſeſſion of thy love above 
*Gold, and precious Stones. Let my Soul perceive the ſwcet- 
*neſs of thy Love, and be always employed in thy praiſes, 
«becauſe thou arc my comfort next after God, Have com- 
* paſſion on my Soul, that breaths afcer thee, have aregard 


«unto me, and make haſt to help me. Grant me thy froceh 
* that 
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&©« that I may always rejoyce in thee, and after this time of 
&« exile, behold thee in glory. My Soul breatheth after thee, 
« ;3 a Child doth after the boſom of his mother, O deſpiſe me 
© not thou mother of mercy. How vehemently do 1 deſire ty 
&« ſee thy face, O moſt beautiful Virgin, take me up quickly uns 
«to thee, and fulhl my defire. Who can forbear loving of 
© thee, O Qucen of hearts, and mother of holy love, who 
«can forbezr loving of thee? O that all creatures might 
© ſerve thee, and live, and dy in thy love. Receive my heart 
©« 0 molt beloved mother, and offer it with thy molt hol 
&* hands to thy moſt holy Son. I rcjoyce, and exult, O bleſk 
&« Virgin, that God lovcth thee above all his works, and am 
&« delighted with it above all things, and I had rather under 
{ the pains of hell, than that thy glory, and dignity ſhould 
« be the leaſt diminiſhed for a moment of time. Let all that 
© know thy name, truſt in thee, O Glorious Virgin, becauſe 
« thou doſt not forſake thoſe, that truſt in thee. Let the Light 
© of thy Countenance appear unto me in my Agony, and let 
* thy Comfort ( moſt merciful mother ) make glad my de- 
© parting Soul. 

I might here add his Prayers to Saints, and Angels in the 
like ſtrain, and his Invocation of the Five wounds of Chriſt, 
but my preſent undertaking obliges me only to take notice 
of the extravagant honour, which the Votarics of the Bleſſed 
Virgin are wont to pay unto her. 

From Cardinal Bona, 1 proceed to John Peckbam formerly 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who at the cnd of the Preface to 
this Pſalter of the Bleſked Virgin not yet printed, prays her, 
tl at ſhe would be pleaſed ro releaſe the ſins of all thoſe for whon 
he prayed, and cauſe both bis name, and theirs to be written in 
the book of life, In the firſt Pſalm of ic he prayeth her #© 
make 4 to meditate often on Gods Law, and tobe made bleſſed in 
the glory of bu kgng om, and all the reſt are filled with Peti- 
tions of the like nature. From Peckbaml go on to Cardinal 
Bonaventare, who ſhines in the Calender of the Latin Saints. 
He flouriſhed about 430 years ſince, when Superſtition was 
in its Zenith, and darkneſs covered the face of the earth. He 
wrote ſeveral TraQts in honour of the Virgin Mary, one cal- 
led the Bleſſed Virgins || mirrhour, which is a moſt extravs- 
gant Paraphraſe upon the Angels Salutation, whercin he ap- 
plies to the Bleſſed Virgin inthe Myſtery, whatever is Lite- 
rally Caid of Queen Eſther, and the Queen of Sheba in New 
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holy Scriptures. He obſerves, that her Name ſignifies Lady, 
and that it agrees very well to ſo great an Empreſs, who 1s 
Queen of Angels, Men and Devils, and of things in Heaven, 
things in Earth, and things under the Earth; and in the con- 
cluſion of the Prologue to his Afirrbowr, he thus beſpeaks her : 
0 moſt benign Lady Mary, accept of this ſmall gift, which thy 
poor friend offers up unto thee, 1 Salute thee with this little book 
won my bendrd knees, and with my bowed bead, 1 Salute thee 
with heart, and month, and ſay AVE M ARIA. Hecom- 
roſed another Office called the Crown of the bleſſed Virgin, 
where one of the Orizons preicribed to be ſaid unto her, is 
as follows, O Empreſf and our moſt kind Lady, by the autho- 
rity of a mother || command thy moſt beloved Son our Lord Fe- Pare matris 
ſw Chriſt, that be would wonchſafe to lift up our minds from imgers two di 
the love of earthly things unto heavenly deſires, The harſhneſs l«#i/imo ſilis. 
of this petition is a liccle qualihed in another * Edition thus : Corone B. Fir- 
Incline the countenance of thy Son upon «s, compel bim by thy 5% = 6. 
Prayers, to bave mercy upon «i ſonners. Which puts me in miad ' (88. _ 
of that ſentence of Anſelm in his Treatiſe of the excelence * pjat. rouuv, 
of the B. Virgin, that more preſent relief is ſometimes found edit. Parſſ. 
by Commemorating the name of Mary, than by calling upon the *596- 
name of our Lord Jeſus ber only Son, This extravagant ſaying 
of Anſelm hath been ſince uſed by another of the Virgins Vo- 
tacies || as Biſhop Uſher obſerves. 1 Anſwer to 4 
But to return to Candinal Bonaventure, he hath made many challenge. p. 
other Offices in the Toes pr of which, that which he 4 
calls che Pſalter of the bleſſed Virgin is moſt remarkable. It 
conſiſts of the Plalms of David converted into Forms of 
Prayer, and Thankſgivings, and Praifes unto her by putting 
Lady in the place of Lord. Thefirſt verſe of the 93. Pſalm 
sthis, Dems witionum Dominus, ſed tw mater miſericordia ad 
miſerandum inflettis ; God is a God of vengeance, but thou, 0 
mother of mercy art inclined to ſhew mercy. At the end of this 
Pſalter he hath tranſproſed the Hymns of the Church, the 
Benedicite, the Benedittw, and the Te Dewm into her praiſe, 
which begins thus : ** We praiſe thee the mother of God, we 
* acknowledge thee to be a Virgin, all the earth doth wor- 
« ſhip thee, the Spouſe of the eternal Father, all Angels, and 
« Archangels, all Thrones, and Powers do faithfully ſerve 
* thee,to thee all Angels cry aloud, with a never-ceaſing voice, 
* holy, holy, holy Mary mother of God---- the whole Court 
«of heaven doth honour thee as Queen, the holy Church 
E 2 « through- 
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& throughout all the world doth invoke 8nd praiſe thee the 
« Mother of Divine Majeſty, &c. Nay, he hath alſo Tranf. 
proſed the Arhrnaſian Creed into a form of Confellion to her 
honour, and it begins thus : + Whoſoever would be ſaved, 
© before all things it is neceſſary, that he hold a firm Faith 
©« concerning Mary; which Faith except every one do ke 
© whole, and undefiled, without doubt -he ſhall periſh ever- 
&« laſtingly ; and then though ber Aſſumption into Heaven, he 
ſitting at the right hand of Chriſt, and never ceaſing to prey for 
w, be made Articles of that Creed, yet it concludes thus 
T bus is the true Faith concerning Mary, which except a man be- 
lieve firmly, and faithfully, he cannot be ſaved. 

Frem C. Bonaventure | go on to Arxoldus Carnotenſis, who 
lived about bive hundred years ago, and wrote an extravs- 
gant || Tratt, in the praiſes of the-bleſſed Virgin, in which 
he ſaith, that if be had the Tongues of Men, and Angels, be 
could not worthily ſet forth the glory of the holy, and ever-bleſſed 
Virgin. He faith, She is exalted above all Creatures ;, and 
that whoever bows bis knee to Jcius, muſt alſo fall proſtrate be- 
fore Mary ; he ſaith, rhey have both one fleſh, one Spirit, and 
one love, and one glory ;, that ſhe cannot be ſeparated from bu 
dominion, and power, and that they both ſtand before the face 
of God to interceed for ww, and obtain remiſſion of ſins. 

From Arnoldw | proceed to Bernard, who flouriſhed almoſt 
Six hundred years ago. He was bred a Monk in a dark Age, 
and his Sermons of the Virgin Mary's Aſſumption are full of 
very extravagant, and unwarrantable expreſſions. He calls 
her the Queen of Heaven, and Queen of mercy, and Lady of al 
things, He ſaith, « When ſhe aſcended on high, ſhe alſo 
&« pave good gifts unto men, ſeeing ſhe neither wanted pow- 
© er, nor will : Not power, becauſe ſhe was the Mother of 
* God; nor will, becauſe all her bowels were Charity, 
He talks much about her Coronation, and ſaith, ** That no 
* man can find obt the length, and breadth, and heighth, 
* and depth of her mercy; and that Chriſt beſtows all his 
'* gifts and graces through her, and exhorts us to give God 
&© thanks, who in mercy provided us ſuch a Aediatrice; and 
in ſhort, what apprehenſions he had for her, may be ſeen 
from a prayer, which begins thus: 4+ We lift our hearts, and 
«* eyes, and hands unto thee O Queen of the World, we 
«* kneel, and bow before the glory of thy highneſs, and ſend 
«* up our prayers with ſighs onto thee to Heaven, The = 

0 
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of the prayer is like the beginning, and towards the latter 
end of it he hath this expeſſion, © Speak O Lady, for thy Son 
« hears, and will grant whatſoever thou ſhalt ask. 
There are alſo many ſuch extrayagant and unwarrantable 
things ſaid of her, and many prayers direCtcd unto her in the 
Homilies de Tempore upon Chrill's Nativity, and the Homi- 
lies de Santis, eſpecially in that of the Aſſumption falſely 
aſcribed tro S, Augaſtin, as the writers of the Latin Church 
are forced tu acknowledge. 
I have alſo omitred the extravagant ſayings, and notions 
about her in the School-men, 5 that her || Grace was greater I,S3rez-3- p. 
in the firſt moment of her Conception, than the Grace of the > 30, Ge 
higheſt Angel ; and that in the ſecond it was doubled, and 
ſoincreaſed in Geometrical proportion unto her lives end ; 
and that ſhe was dearter to God than the whole reaſonable 
Creation, and that he loved her more than the Univerſal 
Church. 
I have alſo paſſed over the many Legendous ſtorics that are 
told of her, and to ſhew how dangerous it is for men to mag- 
nifie her above the condition of an humane Creature; 1 rhink 
I may tell you of C. Scribanizs, Provincial of the Belgick Je- 
ſuics, who in a rapture of Devotion to 
the bleſſed Virgin, made a Copy of * Hereo lac inter meditaens interg; crucrem, 
* Latin Verſes, wherein he equals the Inn CNS: _ — 
—_— and merit of her milk, to that of dines Opps opy or Veries 1 
I have aIſo omirted their Ancient Officcs, in which there 
are prayers tos, Joach mthe Father, and to S. Arrethe Mo- 
ther of the bleſſed Virgin, wherein 
they put * her in mind of the power * Breviar. Sar. July 26, 
ſhe hath by her Daughter, and tell him, Ra yrs _ Regine Fir- 
_ his Nephew Jeſw, and his 699% Poa —way & ixchts, quem po- 
aughter Mary will deny him no- | Brev. Rom. Antiq, Mart. 20, 
thing. _ O Patey ſumma Foichins pueile -— potes 
omne ſt vis, nibil nepos Feſus merns meabir, nil i944 nars, 
But you will perhaps fay, that the Latin Church hath laid 
afide theſe Devotions : God be thanked for it, nd grare the 
happy time may come when ſhe will lay zfide all che reſt, thar 
I have cited after the example of this truly Catholick, ond 
Apoftolick Church, of which we are members ; bur then 
though ſhe hath laid them afide, yer ſince ſhe formerly alow- 
cd, 
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ed, and approved them, ſhe muſt, as alcarned * Author oh- 
ſerves, be anſwerable for them, till ſhe acknowledges ſhe was 
miſtaken. The rejecting and reform- 
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able for men to be of the Infallible Church, 
Iconfeſs a man were mad, that would not rather be of an In. 
fallible, than a Fallible Church ; bur then ic is obvious toRe- 
ply, Thar ic is one thing for a Church to be lnfallible, and 
another for her, or others, to ſay ſhe is ſo, nay, 1 deſire to 
know it any Church is ever a jot the more Infailible for pre- 
tending to Infallibilityz or if thoſe men do not att rationally, 
who chuſe to continue under the care of Learned and modeſt 
Phyſicians, that own themſelves Fallible, rather than commit 
themſelves to thoſe, who give our Bills of this, or that Infal- 
lible Cure. 

Thus have I ſhew'd you from the Ancient and Modern ap- 
proved Authors of the Latin Communion, how extravagant 
the Votaries of the bleſſed Virgin are in the honors they pay 
unto her ; and as I ſhewed before, that there is no ground for 
them in Scripture : So lam ſure there is none ia the Firſt and 
Pure Antiquity for above T hree hundred _ as will ap- 
pear from the manner, in which the ancient Fathers meation'd 
her, when they had occaſion to ſpeak of her. 

S. Ignatins in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, mentions her by 
the name of plain Mary in the Scripture-ſtile, faying, Theſe 
three great Myſteries, the Virginity, and bringing forth of Ma» 
ry, and the death of the Lord, were concealed from the Ruler of 
thu World, TFaftin Martyr, who mentions hcr fo often in his 
Works, upon occaſion of giving an account of our Lords Con- 
ception, and Birth, never calls her by any greater Title than 
the Virgin, or the Virgin Mary. * S. Irenews mentions her 
by no other name. || Dionyſims Alex andrinw calls her the 
holy Virgin ary, and Mother of God. * Gregoriae Thau- 
mat, Calls her the holy Mother of God. T he Author of the 

Queſtions, &c, falſely aſcribed to 
Tap 210 Juſtin Martyr, calls her the || moſt 
happy or bleſſed Virgin. * Tertullian, 
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Mary, or the Virgin Mary, when he was tempted to ſpeak 
magnificently of her againſt Jews, and Hereticks. * Origen * Socrat. hiſt 
in his Commentary on the Epiſtle to the Romans calls her the Ecclef.l.7.c.37 
Mother of God. || Exſebims calls her Mary in one place, and anelitlines 
the Mother of God in another. Alexander Biſhop of Alexan- ge vir. Conf 1. 
dria calls her the Mother of God. * S. p of ne ſometimes z.c.43- _ 
calls her Mary, ſometimes the Virgin -Afary, ſometimes the ** voladep't. 
Holy Virgin, and ſometimes the Mother of God. And how em; _—_ 
far he was from calling of her Queen of heaven, &c, or 298, "I 
giving __—_ reſpect unto her, appears from other || places, (Ep.ad Epitt. 
where he faith, that She is our fiſter, becauſe we arc all the & z Orat.cont. 
children of Adam. AIT, 

Till this time in all Antiquity there is not to be found the 
leaſt foorſtep of Invocating the Virgin, or any other Saiat, 
or of giving Religious worſhip to them. Indeed Gregory Na- 
Lianten in his * Oration agen S. Cyprian,tells us how || Faſting * Orar. 18, 
ſupplicated the Virgin Mary for help, when ſhe found her oc 
ſelf aſſaulted by the Magical artifices of Cyprian and the De- ju; ot 
vil, but it's evident to any, who is converſant in the wri- goa ree$1 
tings of the firſt Three Ages, that there was no ſich praftice xrdureview 
of Invocating Saints in the time of Cyprian, much leſs before 
the time of his Converſion, and therefore computing the 
time when wy ſpoke that Oration, which was after the 
the year 370- and the time when Cyprian is ſaid to have at- 
tempted the Chaſtity of Jaſtina, which muſt have been before 
the year 247 when he was made Presbyter, it is not to be 
imagined, that Gregory ſpoke of TJuſtina's praying to the Vir- 
gin, according to the practice of the Age wherein ſhe and Cy- 
prien lived, but according to the practice of compellating 
Saints, which now firſt began in his own. Icall it the praflice 
of Compeltating Saints, becauſe the manner of calling upon 
them in Rhetorical Apoſtrophes, and wiſhes, and withour 
any circumſtances of religious worſhip, was not as yer, (trict« 
ly ſpeaking, come up to formal, and proper Invocation, in a 
Gnticce? way, with all the 6gns and folemnitics of worſhip, 
and as it is uſual for Painters to draw men, and women of for- 
mer Ages in the garh and dreſſes of their own: ſo it is not 
unuſual among Wri.ers ( eſpecially for Orcators) to relate 
things not according to the uſage and prattice of the times, 
when they were done, but according to the cuſtome of the i 
Age and place in which they live, as a very * Learned man 7 1. 
hath ſhewed by ſeveral inſtances, that Gregory, and other s, p. «x, 
Writers have done. This 
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This alone were a ſuſhcient Anſwer to that ſingle inſtance 
out of Gregory, if the ſtory of Cyprian, as he hath related 
ir, were credible in the other particulars ; but inſtead of be» 
ing credible, it is highly incredivie in all the other particu- 
lars of it, becauſe there is nothing of them in the life of 
S, Cyprian written by Pontizs his Deacon, who laich not one 
word of his being a Magiclan,or of Jaſtina, or of his attempt- 
ing hcr Chaſtity by Magical Arts before his Converſion,nor of 
burning his Magical books after ir, Cc. and therefore her In- 
vocating the Virgin Mary, hath as much truth ja ir, as his 
falling in love with her, Gc. Gregory took them all alike 
upon cruſt, and they arc all alike to be believed, 

| am con:e now 1n talking about Gregory to the latter end 
of the Fourth Century, when Superſtition began to ger ground, 
and he eſpecially among other Fathers, gave occalion to the 
world of praying by way of Adoration unto Saints, by his 
Rhetorical, and optative Invocations of them at their ſolemn 
Commemorations, but how fzr that Age was in the general 
praQtice of it from this religious way of Invocating the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin, or other Saints, or from allowing the Invocation 
of her, by way of Supplication, as a part of worſhip and ſer- 
vice due unto her ; we may learn from St. Epighanizs who 
flouriſhed at the ſame time with Gregory, towards the latter 
end of the fourth Century; when a certain Selt of women 
meering together to worſhip the Virgin Aary, oftercd cer- 
tain Cakes unto her, called Collyrides, from whence they were 
called Collyridians, This good Biſhop did burn with zeal 
againſt them, as it appears from his warm way of wri- 
ting, in which he hath treated them as Hereticks, and Ido» 
laters. * Alate Writer acknowledges, that he treated them 
as Hereticks for offering Cakes unto her, and that in ſo doirg, 
they gave her more honour than is allowable to a creature : Naygit 
| underſtand his mcaning right, he acknowledges, that to offer 
Cakes unto her, was to adore ber as a goddeff;, and if offering 
Cakes unto her was ſo abſurd as he makes it, and fo enormous 
a crime, even a Sacrilegiow [dolatry, as he ſpeaks ; then me- 
thinks to offer Candles, and Incenſe to her is (o too. I ſhould 
be glad to underſtand the difference between the two efferings, 
as to the charge of Epiphanizs. But becauſe he ſo 'pens his 
periods, as to make his Reader believe that that Father cal- 
led them Hereticks, only upon the account of their offerins 
unto her[as if in doing that only,they raiſed ber above the nature 
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of a creature } | beg the Preachers leave to cite him more at 
hrge than he hath done, and to make it appear thereby, that 
the holy Fathers cenſure will reach the honouring of her by 
Prayer, and external Adoration, as well as by offering unto 
her, and that thoſe who only praCtiſe the former according to 
the diretion of the Latin Offices, intrench upon tbe divine Pre- 
regatives, and tranſgreſs the bounds, and limits, which the 


urch in his days put to the honour of the bleſſed Virgin. | Hevel, 6g. 
| After a ſhort account of the Original of Idolatry, which S. 4. 
he aſcribes to the Devil, and to the adulterous mind of man, 
which runs from the worſhip of the oneGod,as common Strum- 
s do from the chaſte eſtate of Matrimony under one Huf- 
d: he ſaith, indeed, ** The body of Mary was holy, 
* but ſhe was not adeity ; and ſhe was trulya Virgin, and an 
*( a) honourable Virgin, but ſhe was not propoſed to us for / a ) Tenus- 
«(b) to be worſhipped, bur did (c ) her ſelf worſhip him that «dvn- 
« was born of her own fleſh, and deſcended from Heaven, and ( >) Npeonu 
«the Fathers boſom. And then adds, that the Scripture did ”_ 


*for this cauſe forewarn us by the yy - of ol wg who ;z.. 
ave I to do with thee, and he 


* ſaid unto her, woman what 
® called her woman lelt any ſhould 
*(d) think too highly of her, there- 
*by as it were propheſying of the 
*Schiſms and Hereſies that wovld ariſe 
*zbout her, that none by too much ad- 
*miring the Holy Virgio, might fall 
*into this folly of Herclic. 


(C) Ngogne 


(4d) Noul{wn mreatrtper, S. Aug. 
faith, Chriſt a4moniſbed her, and bid her 
fear ber Son. De Symb. 1.2. 5. Athand'. 
ſaith, he checks ber, aria antle 75 partes, 
Orat. 4. 4dverſ. Arr. Chryſoſt. ſaith, he 
was angry at her. Ireneus, that be repelled 
ber unſeasſonable baſtineſs. 1. 3.c,18. and 
Theophyl. that be cb1d bey not without c4uſe, 
In Fob. 2. 4, 


In the ffth Set. he puts this ſmart queſtion, ** Which of 
*the Prophets, ſaith he, permitted any man, much leſs a 
* woman to be ( e ) worſhipped ? Indeed ſhe is a choſen veſlel, (< )Nzorm- 
«but nevertheleſs a woman, who hath not changed her na- mY 


*ture, though ſhe is much honoured as the bodies of Saints 
*zre, or to ſpeak more to her praiſe, as Eli, who was a per- 
*petual Virgin from the womb, and taken up into heaven, 
* without ſeeing death, or as S. Jobn, who lay in the boſom 
* of our Lord, or as the holy Thecla. But Mary is more to be 
*honoured than her, upon the account of the diſpenfation,of 
* which ſhe was vouchſafed worthy. Bur neither is E/zas to be 


vg worſhipped, tho? he never died, nor John, tho? he departed in I Tizeraun+ 


*ſuch a wonderful manner, nor is Thecla, or any other Saihs 7% 
F © wor- 
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& worſhipped. For we are not under the dominion of the 
L TIperzoriy. * old error to Icave the-living God, and || worſhip his 
© creatures, as it is written, they ſcrved and worſhipped the 
«creature, beſides [or with ] the Creator, and became 
{ TIpoonureity © fools. For if he will not ler the Angels be || worſhipped, 
&« much leſs will he permit the daughter of Anne to be wor- 
« ſhipped, who was begotten, and born, as all other mortals 
* Were. 
In the ſeventh SeZ. ſaith he, ** Chriſt as the Contriver, 
* and Lord of the affair formed himſelf of the Virgin, as of 
* the ground, but not that ſhe ſhould be worſhipped, or that 
&© he intended to make a Deity of her, or that we ſhould bring 
© offerings to her--- he gave her not ſo much as power to baptize, 
Fo « or to bleſs bis Diſciples, nor to rule upon the earth, but 
Learjet Grobe an || boly creature, and to be worthy of his kingdom.----. 
* From whence then is the Dragon come again unto us ? how 
__ *comes it topaſs that he renews his devices againſt vs, let 
i "Er 74.3 Ta: « Afary be || bonoured, but let the Father, Son, and Holy 
** Gholt be worſhipped. Let no man worſhip Mary. This 
« Myſtery is due to no man, nor woman, nor ought the Holy 
&* Angels to ſhare in this Glory---- therefore tho? Mary be 
© molt excellent, and holy, and honoured, yet ſhe is not tobe 
* worſhipped : and at laſt concludes thus, that I may not ſeen 
*11 Meets & ©* £99 tedious, let it ſuffice to have ſaid, || lee Mary be be 
- 4 ics © d, and our Lord worſhipped. 
My» 6 KVEWS nearea, PP 
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Ambreſ |. 3. de Syiv. $ c. 14. Maria erat templum Det, non Deus templi, & ideo ille fol 
adorandvs qui operabatur in templo. Auguſtinus ait, Hoc etiam ipſos optimos Angelos, & 
exccllentiſſima Dei miniſteria velle credamus, ut unum cum ip'is colamus [zeum, cujus con 
templatione beati ſunt— quare honoramus cos charitate non fervitute,------ religet nos Rel 
gio uni omnipotenti Deo. £16. de vers relig. cap. 55. 


I appeal to the Conſcience of any Learned Votary of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, whether the Chriſtians of the Latin Commv 
nion do not give her ſuch Worſhip, as the Greeks expreſs by 
wpooxurcx, which is the very word that Epiphanius uſes through 
out this whole diſcourſe, when he ſpeaks of Worſbipping ino 
poſition to honoring of the Holy Virgin: and 1 appeal to 
Conſcience of every unprejudiced Learned man, whether go 
ing in Pilgrimage to ber, and praying to her in places of Di 
vine Worſhip, with all the circumſtances of external Adorr 
tion with bended knees and hands, and eyes lifted up to Hee 
ven, and before her Images, deſerve not the name of Worſhip, 
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28 it is ſignified by wpooxu/rncec ? Nay, let them tell me if pray- 
ing unto her in a poſture of worſhip for Temporal, oc Spi- 
ricual bleſſings, and carrying her Image about in Solemn Pro- 
ceſſion, while they chant forth Hymns unto her, do not an- 
ſwcr the full import of that word ? and whether the holyFather 
inall probability would not have made the ſame diltinftion 
betwixt honourmng and worſhipping the Bleſſed Virgin againſt 
theſe practices, that he did againſt the Collyridians? Our 
Saviour thought the very falling down before the Devil wich- 
out Temple, Prieft, Altar or Offering, would bave been a wor- 
ſhipping of him, in his eſteem the bare external at of Adora- 
tion was both T4o2xUrnor, and Latria, for when the Devil 
faid unto him, all theſe things I will give thee if thou wilt fall 
down and worſhip me, He anſwered him, Get the gon Satan, for 
it i written, thou ſhalt * worſhip the Lord thy G 4, and him only 
thow ſhalt || ſerve. 

Wherctore this full and ample teſtimony of S. Epiphanivs is 
an evident proof, that as yet the honour of the B. Virgin was, at 
leaſt generally ſpeaking,confined within juſt bounds,and limits, 
and that the Church hitherto did not allow the Worſhip & Ser- 
vice of Prayer,and Invocation to be given unto her. As yet ſhe 
had not commenced Queen of Heaven,nor Mediatrice between 
Man & God,nor received any Prayers or Addreſſes as a Service 
due unto her, nor ſat in the Temple of God, tho? ſhortly after 
men began to think too highly of her, 


* aro Kurt 
Tees. 
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{and to magnifie her holineſs ſo much | Auguſt Tom. 7. de nat. & grat. Con- 
2s to doubt whether ſhe ever ſinned? 2 = Edi, Pariſ, p. 161 B but in 


his 


de perfetions juſtitia contys Ce- 


While men were thus diſpoſed by Su- 1,9 1. exempes none from fin, but Chriſt 


perſtition to exalt her above the rank, zone, 

and condition of an humane creature, 

it happened that Neſtoria Patriarch of Conſtantinople, taught 
the world, that it was not lawful to call her the || mother of 
Ged. This alarum'd the Chriſtian world, and made good men 
afraid, that Neftoris under this pretence was ſetting up for 
another Arim, or Sabellixs to undermine the Deity of Chriſt. 
Upon this a General Council was called at Epheſws in the year 
431. in which Neſtoriza was depoſed, and his opinion con- 


* demned as Heretical, and then in oppoſition to him, and his 


followers, men, as it is natural for them to do, began to run 
into the other extream, and let their inventions, and fancies 
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take an unlimited ſcope in magnifying the Bleſſed Virgin, |, 


Then they began to call her Lady, to talk of her immaculate 
FI Con- 
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Conception, and afterwards, to aſſert it, which ſeems con- 
trary to the teſtimony, and opinion of Epiphanizs, * who 
ſaith, ſhe was begotten, 2s all other men were of the Seed 
of man, and the Womb of a Woman. Then they came to 
aſſert that ſhe did not bring forth our Lord, after the common 
cultom of women, contrary to the teſtimony of || Tertullian, 
and the Holy Scripture, which ſaith, that when the days of 
her purification were accompliſhed, they brought Jeſus to Jeruſa- 
lem to preſent himto the Lord, as it written in the Law of the 
Lord, every male that epeneth the womb, ſhall be holy to the Lord, 
Then alſo they began to tell Superſticious ſtorics of her ap- 

_ and of her || Statues turning away in indignation 
rom ſome that prayed unto her, and to aſſert without any 
ground in Scripture, or pure Antiquity, that ſhe bad vowed 
ber Virginity to God, before the Angel Gabriel came unto her, 
and then came in the ſtory of her Aſſumption ( which ſeems 
ro me to have been the laſt improvement of her immaculate 
Conception, and innocence ) contrary to the teſtimony of Epi- 
phanizs, who in Hereſy 68. obſerves ſeveral times, that the 
Scriptures were ſilent, and ſaid nothing of her death, and 
that he could not tell whether ſhe was dead, and buried, or 
no, or were yet alive, and remained immortal, according to 
what is written, Rev. 12. 14. or whether ſhe died a Martyr, 
becauſe Simeon told her, a Sword ſhould pierce thro” her Soul. 
He could not determine what was become of her, which ma- 
nifeſtly proves, that her Aſſumption was not then the Tradi- 
tion of the Church. To be ſhort, then they began to make 
ſuch extravagant Sermons in her praiſe, as that is, which is 
fallly aſcribed to || Arthanaſins under the title of a Ser- 
mon, apon the Annunciation of the moſt Holy Virgin the mother 
of God, There the Author of it ſaith, that as the Son of the 
Virgin is King and Lord, fo ſhe by him is Queen and Lady; 
and that ſhe ſtands at his right hand in a Veſture of Gold, in 
a Golden Veſture of incorruption and immortzlity, and then 
he invokes her in this religious manner, O daughter of Abre- 
bam, and David, incline thine ears unto our Prayers, and for» 
get not thy people, nor us who are of thy Father's houſe,Ge. 

Thus by degrees, from over-admiring, men came to wor- 
ſhipping the Bleſſed Virgin, and the bounds being once bro- 
ken down, which the Scripture ſers to the Praife and Honour 
of Creatures, Swperſtirion never ſtopt, till the Church came 
to have a Queen, as well asa King of Heaven, a mother, - 

we 
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well as a Father of mercy, and a Mediatrice, as well as a Mc- 
diator betwixt ſinful men, and God. 

The-Devotions, and Aſſertions, which I have cited out of 
the Offices of the Latin Church, and her Ancient and Modern 
approved Writers are 4. ſufhcient proof of this Charge ;, and 
| was the more willing to ſt them before you, becauſe ſome 
hte Authors have done all they can to palliate, and diſguife 
the Latin worſhip, and turn the beſt fide of it outwards ; 
though, God knows, it hath a very ſtrange appearance, as ir 
is m/repreſentedin the beſt dreſs, that Art and Wir can put 
ypon it. They tell us they pray to the Saints, and by conſe- 
quence to the Frgin, || as we pray to our Brethren, who are CES 
upon Earth to pray with us, and for us in the name of Jeſws x,qorhca, 
Chriſt ; but do we pray to our abſent Brethren ? does any ge. p. "% 
man in England pray to his Friend in the Indies to pray with 
him, and for himto God in the name of Chriſt ? or doth he 
carry his abſent Brother's Image, and place is in a Temple, 
or over an Altar, and then pray to his Brother betore 
that Image in the moſt humble poſture of External Adoration? 
Or when men pray to any of thcir Brethren upon Earth, that 
are preſent with them, do they properly ſpeaking offer up 
prayers unto them, as a Spiritual Service, with hands and 
eyes lifted up to Heaven or do they give them ſuch Titles,as 
the Latin Offices give the Virgin, or tell-them of their Merits, 
{or pray unto God in any of their names, and together with 0 Per Yirgi- 
their prayers. offer up Praiſes, and Thankſgivings to them ? *** Marem: 
| deſire the late Apologiſts to Anſwer theſe Queſtions, and mer 
then to tell me, whether indeed they only pray to ber to pray yn. 7 pacem, 
for them to our commen Maſter in the name #1 our Common Medi» Officium B.M. 
ator, or whether they do no more, than defire her Interceſſi- in Sabb. 
onto God, with the ſame mind that we deſire one anothers 
prayers? If this be really ſo, how dare they, as I have ſhewn, 
pray unto her to bleſs them, and to beſtow Temporal, and 
Spiritual bleſſings upon them, and to preſent their prayers to 
God ? which the Scripture tells vs is the proper office of 
Chriſt. How dare they pray unto God conjundtly through 
her and Chriſt*s merits, and joyn his paſſion, and her merits ; py ay nes 
in the Abſolution of Penitents ? How dare they call her the prey unto God 
only hope of Sinners, || and pray unto God through her merits, rough the me- 
and interceſſion, and without mentioning the merits, and in- 77 —_ 
terceſſion of Chriſt ? Nay, how dare they pray formally, 2nd | ry 
abſolutely unto her 2lone, as unto a Deity, and offer Conghny Earth? 
and 
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and Incenſe, 2nd folema Praiſes, and Thankſgivings unts 


her, which they delice her to receive how mean ſoever they 
be, and uncqualrto her merits. || But we are told, we ought 


- to underſtand, that 17 what ter ms ſocver thoſe prayers are conch. 
* ed, it is the intention of the Church, andof her faithful to reduce 


them always to this form of PRAT FOR US, Butcan 
the intention of the Church, and of her faithful, alter the na- 
ture of things 3 or is this declaration of their intention to be 
:Cmitted againſt the plain Literal, and Grammatical ſence of 
thoſe prayers, wherein they pray to her againſt their own rule, 
to give them good things, and to deliver them from evil, and 
not to deſpiſe their prayer, but to admit them within the San- 
faary of her Audience, which is equivalent to the form of 
hear our prayer, which they acknowledge to be the proper 
manner of ; 29 wy to God, 

Would it not have been more for the honour of that 
Church, which ſtiles her ſelf Carbolick, and Apoſtolick, and 
a far more Authentical, and Satisfattory Declaration of her 
intention, to have reformed, or laid aſide ſuch prayers ina 
general Council, and to have condemned all the other Pray- 
ers and Offices in their allowed, approved, and celebrated 
Writers, who have taught the people to give the Virgin Di- 
vine Titles, and pray unto her in the ſame ſtile, that Jews, 
and Chriſtians pray unto God. How can we truſt our Souls, 
or the Sovls of our Children in ſuch a Church, whoſe Church- 
men are fain to make ſuch an Expoſition of her Liturgical De- 
votions, as is not without violence reconcileable to the Let- 
ter of them, and which ſtill lets ſo many Books, and Offices 
be recommended to her people, that are abſolutely contra» 
dictory to this late Expoſition, which for many good reaſons, 
elſewhere given, we cannot admit for a fixt and Authentick 
Expoſition of the Latin Church, 

Wherefore my Brethren of this truly Catholick, and Apo- 
ſtolick Church of England, let us take care to keep within 
the bounds and limits, which our pure and holy Mother, af- 
ter the example of the Primitive Church, hath ſet to the 
praiſe, and honour of the bleſſed Virgin. Let us chearfully, 
and reſpeQtfully give her the honourable Titles of Holy, and 
Bleſſed, and perpetual Virgin ; and call her wichout ſcruple 
the Holy and Bleſſed Mother of God : Nay, let us for peace- 
ſake go as far as we can with our fellow-Chriſtians of the Las 
tin Communion, {o we go with caution, and circumſpettion in 

; honout- 
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bonouring of this Glorious Saint. Let us acknowledge with 
them, that ſhe is to be honoured above all Saints ; bur let us 
pot honour her with Religious honour, nor pray unto her ei- 
ther as « Donor, or as an Interceſſor in the preſence of God. 
Let us acknowledge with them her perpetual Virginity, ac- 
cording to ancient Tradition ; and if it will gain, or oblige «ny 
of them, let us not oppoſe them in the opinion they have, 
that ſhe promiſed, anu vowed her Virginity toGod; for it 
is an innocent Opinion, though it is precarious, and hath no 
round in Scripture, .or Primitive Antiquity. In a word, 
et us admire - ſingular Purity and Holineſs, though we 


cannot admit her || Innocence. Let us give her all the honour | 6, Ser. p.5- 


that is due to ſo great a Saint; but not one jot more than is 
allowed toa Creature ; and if by doing ſo much, and no more, 
you offend on the left hand, and on the right, the offence 
will be taken, and not given ; bur if by refuſing to do ſo much 
you offend, the offence will be given, to both Churches, and 
that will be a great offence. To conclude, let us always 
mention her with reſpect ; let her Name ſtill perfume the Air 
like precious ointment z Jet us celebrate her great Virtues ; 
let us keep her Feſtivals, as it becomes true Sons of the Pri- 
mitive Church of England; let us imitate her bleſſed Ex- 
ample, and thank God for the benefit of it ; let us endeavour, 
as ſhe did, to hear the Word of God, and keep it, and todo 
the will of our Heavenly Father, and then we ſhall all become 
[ Keaprrouires ] high favourites of Heaven, even the Mo- 
ther, and Siſter, and Brethren of Chriſt ; To whom with the 
Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed by the univerſal 
Church, all Worſhip, Adoration, Majeſty, and Dominion both 
now, and evermore. Argen. 


FINIS. 
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